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ORAL HYGIENE 
A JOURNAL FOR DENTISTS 





THE INDUSTRIAL DENTAL CLINICS 
OF THE POCAHONTAS FUEL CO. 


G. T. EPLING, D. D. S., Maybeury, West Virginia. 
Director of the Jenkinjones Dental Dispensaries 


In the following article the author portrays a new phase of the dental 
_ dispensary movement. The company employs labor from both the white 


and negro races, and in conformity with the customs of the state which 
maintains separate schools for each race, separate dispensaries are main- 
tained, each duplicating the other and rendering equality of service. No 
charge is made for the service rendered, and the dispensaries are open to 
the children of all employees until they have reached the age of fourteen 


| i Years se se 


N theextreme south- 
western section of 
West Virginia and 
S Virginia lies the flat 
top range of the 
Alleghany moun- 
tains. This region 


oS) 


is largely devoted to the production 





of bituminous coal, and West 
Virginia is exceeded in the amount 
of tonnage produced only by Penn- 
sylvania se se 

@ The Pocahontas coal-field pro- 
ducing the famous Pocahontas coal 
is an important factor in the state’s 
total output, and is located in 
McDowell, Wyoming, and Mercer 
counties in West Virginia and in 
Tazwell county in Virginia. 

The present organization of the 
Pocahontas Fuel Company was 
made in 1907, and its mines are 
located from 2,100 to 2,250 feet 
above sea level. 

In the Pocahontas field transpor- 
tation facilities are excellent. Both 
the Virginian and the Norfolk and 
Western Railways serve the field, 


and its products are marketed 
throughout the world. Maybeury, 
West Virginia, is the center of this 
region and is a typical mining town, 
consisting of a railway station and 
the mining companies plant. Blue- 
field, some twenty miles to the east, 
is the metropolis of the Pocahontas 
field. 

The roads in this region are largely 
of macadam and concrete and with 
the exception of the roads leading 
into the mountains are in excellent 
condition the year round. 

Mr. James Ellwood Jones, General 
Manager of the Pocahontas Fuel 
Company, is greatly interested in 
the welfare of his employees and 
realizing the great neglect to which 
the teeth of the children are sub- 
jected, he, with the co-operation of 
the family dentist, Dr. Epling, 
established at Maybeury, West Vir- 
ginia, a dental dispensary at which 
the children of his employees could 
obtain dental services without 
charge. This dispensary was named 
the Jenkinjones Dental Dispensary 
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Residence of Col. Jones Ellwood on Switchback, W. Virginia 
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Residence of Dr. G. T. Epling, Director of the Jenkinjones Dental 


ng 
Dispensaries, Princeton, W. Virgini 














_ Maybeury School 
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Dental Nurse instructing school children in the use of the tooth bru 


in honor of the father of Mr. Jones. 
@ After the Jenkinjones Dental 
Dispensary had been in operation 
six months the directors of the 
Pocahontas Fuel Company, appre- 
ciating the great work being done, 
and realizing the need for this kind 
of work among the employees of the 
company, assumed charge of the 
dispensary at Maybeury, and ex- 
tended its operation to all of their 
works. They are now maintaining 
six dispensaries: two located at 
Maybeury in McDowell county, 
Jenkinjones, also in McDowell 
county, and at Itman in Wyoming 
county. At each of these points one 
of the dispensaries is the nearest 
building to the school for white 
children: and the other is the 
nearest building to the school for 
colored children. 

The. dispensaries are located in 
double houses, the dentist living on 
one side, the dispensary being on the 
other. Each dispensary has com- 
pressed air, electricity, hot water. 
tank, and the latest sterilizers, and 
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the one at 
Maybeury having the Ritter unit, 


full dental equipment, 


Ritter chairs, Wapler_ Electric 
Company’s X-ray and the American 
Cabinet Company’s latest pro- 
duction. The others are equipped 
with the Forsyth unit, and the 
Waugh unit X-ray, the cabinets 
being productions of the American 
Cabinet Company. The equipment 
for the dispensaries cost $9,799.38. 
The net cost for the maintenance of 
the dispensaries for the two years 
they have been in operation has 
been $17,127.12. 

There are working for this company 
approximately 2500 miners. These 
include many nations—American, 
Hungarians, Italians, Slavs and 
Russians. A picture is here shown of 
a group of miners’ residences at 
Itman, and it is only fair to say 
that with the increased output of 
coal the wages and prosperity of the 
miners have gone hand in hand. 
There have been employed at the 
three base dispensaries, seven 
licensed dentists and five dental 
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Jenkinjones Dental Dispensary, W. Virginia 
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nurses. These nurses go to the homes 
and instruct the mothers how to 
properly care for the teeth of the 
children, and also accompany the 
children under the school age to and 
from the dispensary. The service is 
rendered to the children irrespective 
of the earning capacity of their 
parents. All are welcome. 

The children are given individual 
instruction by the nurses in mouth 
hygiene and the use of a tooth 
‘brush. The first box of tooth powder 
and the first brush are given the 
child by the dispensary where 
necessary se se 

When opening the first dispensary 
the management offered three prizes 
to the children—the first, for the 
cleanest teeth, the second for per- 
sonal cleanliness, the third for 
deportment. The aggregate amount 
of these prizes was $521.00. 








The Company has recently torn 
down the old Beehive Coke Ovens 
and is converting the same into a 


playground for the children. Coke is 


not now being made in this particu- 
lar region, the coal being shipped 


away where by-products are utilized 


and made use of. 

The total number of children of 
school age who are now receiving 
the benefits of this philanthropy is 
1,900 se se 

Until the child is fourteen years of 
age and becomes a wage earner he 
receives this service free. Adult 
employees, also, receive treatment. 
@ The work has already interested 
a number of collieries and Mr. Jones 
is in receipt of letters from other 
operators inquiring as to the value 
of the work, some statistics, etc. 
@ At one of these dispensaries books 
are supplied to the children and they 





Group of Miners’ Residences, Itman, W. Virginia 
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Temporary Dispensary, Sagamore, W. Virginia 








irginia 


inia 
Vi 


W. 


ine, Virgi 


ine, 


Boseva 


2 
Z 
oe 
e) 
a 
a 
= 
< 
oe 
0 


Dental Dispensary, 
Dental Dispensary for colored people, 


injones 


ones 


Jenki 
inj 


1 
Jenk 


2 

















ORAL HYGIENE 





have instructions to purchase any- 
thing in this line that is necessary 
for the upbuilding of the boys and 
girls se se 

@ The residence of the Director is 
here shown. Outside of his duties of 
directing the operations he is con- 
ducting a private dental practice. 
@ During the short time that the 
dispensaries have been located at 
Maybeury and Jenkinjones the 
school teachers have said that the 
children were much, improved in 
their studies and personal cleanli- 
NESS Se se : 

@ The dispensary nurses take care 
of the children’s teeth, who have 
‘been operated upon for tonsils, 
adenoids, etc., until they are able 
to be cared for at home. 

The school teachers render valuable 
assistance to the dentists and the 
dental assistants in giving tooth 
brush drills which are held in the 





Public School, Itman, W. Virginia 


open air at intervals of every two 
weeks se se 

The colored children’s teeth show 
25 per cent less caries than the 
white 5e se 

Many letters have been received by 
the Director showing their appreci- 
ation. A few of the same from 
colored mothers follow: 


Dear Sir: * 

I feel that I ought to thank you for the 
good you have done my children by 
looking after their teeth and encouraging 
them to be neat and clean. I can see the 
difference in my children’s health and I 
don’t have near as much trouble with 
their misbehaving in public. Let me 
again thank you for your kindness. 

Very truly yours, 


Dear Sirs: 


I wish to express my gratitude for the 
benefit our. school has derived from the 
movement launched by Mr. James 
Ellwood Jones by way of oe free 
dental dispensaries on all his ae and 
offering prizes to children who excel in 


‘cleanliness and conduct. This has been 


very efficiently directed by Dr. G. T. 
Epling. 
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It has made marked improvement in the 
health and conduct of our pupils as well 
as their general appearance. The move- 
ment is destined to revolutionize the 
physical, sanitary and civil condition of 
the people as far as it is extended. 


Dear Sir: 

I wish to express my thanks and grati- 
tude for the benefit derived from your 
free dental service under the leadership 
of Dr. Epling and staff. It has been and 


is an immense help to my little girl, for 
which I feel very grateful. 
Yours most respectfully, 


Dear Sir: 

I cannot find words to express my appre- 
ciation of the free dental dispensary 
established by Mr. Jones, for bettering 
the condition of our children’s teeth. Dr. 
Epling and his co-workers have done 
splendid work with which I am very much 
pleased. My little girl’s teeth are very 
pretty and white. She has n’t a decayed 
tooth. Her mbuth is in splendid condition. 

Yours most sincerely, 


Meeting of Local Dental Society, Maybeury, W. Virginia, August 15, 1918 
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KEEPING WORKERS WELL 


The Part the Factory Dentist Plays. 
RALPH W. ELLIOTT, M. D., 
National Lamp Works of General Electric Company 
This material originally appeared with illustrations in the publication 


“ Factory,” and 


it is a most excellent portrayal of the Industrial Dental 


Dispensary. It is a very interesting account and will well repay close study. 










co-operation the 
dentist and physi- 
cian can truly ac- 
complish wonders. 
Not only is this manifested in the 
improved well-being of the employee 
but his healthy body means that he 
will be cheerful and contented, and 
will be able to do more and better 
work se se 

The work of the dental dispensary 
covers these distinct branches of 
dentistry: ’ 

1. The relief of pain. 2. Examination 
and consultation. 3. Prophylaxis. 4. 
Consultation with the medical de- 
partment. 5. Filling, treating and 
extracting teeth. 

The relief of pain, whenever possible, 
is of the first importance in the 
industrial clinic, as it is in private 
practice. It often happens that when 
an employee reports for workin the 
morning, after a sleepless night, be- 
cause of an abscessed tooth, if his 
pain is not promptly relieved he 


' loses the work'‘of the entire day. In 


some of .our factories there is so 
much of this work that the more 
routine procedures had to be neg- 
lected for a long time. 

The examination of applicants for 
employment is a part of the general 
physical examination made by the 
physician. Examinations are also 
made of the conditions of the teeth 








The first examination of applicants: 
for employment is not unnecessarily 
prolonged. They are however, ad- 
vised that in the routine care of the 
employees they will be again 
assigned to the dental dispensary 
for further care. 

Of course, if very bad cases are 
encountered in this first examination 
they are at once given preliminary 
treatment. The object of postponing 
the prophylactic work of new em- 
ployees and confining our work at 
that time simply to examination is 
that they may not be burdened with 
a long tedious delay on their first 
day of employment. Then, too, they 
may not remain in our employ, in 
which case they should not be 
given the full benefit of dental care. 
@ Many employees consult the 
dentist in regard to work advised 
by outside dentists. They feel that 
in this way they can obtain expert 
unprejudiced information and ad- 
vice. Advantage of this is taken not 
only by office employees, but fre- 
quently managers and heads of 
departments avail themselves of 
this service. I have myself noticed 
more than once men in executive 
positions in consultation with the 
resident dentist regarding work 
recommended by their personal 
dentist and going over with him 
X-ray plates taken of their teeth. 
Now comes prophylaxis. This work 
is extremely thorough and at the 
same time the dentist strives to 
show, on a model, the exact con-. 
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dition present, the proper way to 
take care of the teeth at home, the 
best type of brush to use and the 
first indications of trouble. 

All his findings at this time are 
recorded on a permanent record 
card and the patient is advised as 
“to the nature, and if possible the 
approximate cost of the work that 
should be done. If the employee 
has no dentist he is given a list of 
dentists in his neighborhood, whom 
we have investigated and found to 
be thoroughly reliable, honest men 
and co-operators. In order to follow 
up this work a card of introduction, 
is given to-the employee. This is 
signed by the head of the depart- 
ment or manager and also by the 
resident dentist. 

The average amount of time con- 
sumed in prophylactic treatment 
is about one hour. It is thoroughly 
done and is followed by an expla- 
nation of the work and the em- 
ployee is told of the necessity of 
using tooth powder and brush, 
which are supplied at cost by the 
clinic. We also aim to do a little 
educational work by means of the 
labels on the cans of tooth powder. 
It is an interesting fact that in 
most of our dispensaries there is 
brisk demand for both brushes and 
powder se se 

The patient is often shown, by the 
use of mirrors, the exact condition 
of the teeth, the deposits of tartar 
and what they mean, the beginning 
cases of pyorrhea. And patients are 
also impressed with the adage 
‘Clean Teeth Never Decay.”’ An 
effort is also made to show the 
employee the difference in his per- 
sonal appearance that is made by 
clean teeth. 

Consultation with the medical 
department is the fourth branch of 


the dental dispensary’s work. One 
of the most important functions 
of the industrial dentist is the work 
he is able to do in cooperation with 
the plant surgeon. These men, so 
far as possible, are at the factory 
office during the same hours of the 
day, so that they may be available 
for consultation at any time. 

One great advantage that we have 
found in this arrangement is that 
all of the work in physical examin- 
ation is done at one sitting. Not 
only is this a great saving of time, 
but the applicant is much impress- 
ed by the thoroughness of the 
examination se se 

In order to have the doctor and the 
dentist cooperate to the fullest 
extent, their rooms, if possible, 
should be adjacent. Their records 
should be kept in the same file. So 
much importance is attached to 
the value of dental work in in- 
dustry that medical and dental 
supervision are always installed at 
the same time in each of our new 
factories se se 

Many instances might be given of 
the value of cooperation between 
the dentist and the doctor, but one 
of the most striking that has come 
under my observation occurred in 
one of our divisions last fall. For 
six months an employee had’ been 
practically confined to bed or was 
on crutches for weeks at a time as 


a result of sciatica; One day he - 


attended one of our talks to factory 
employees on hygiene; later he 
reported for physical examination. 
This examination was voluntary 
on his part as he was an old em- 
ployee, but his interest had been 
awakened by the talk on hygiene. 
The plant surgeon could find no 
evidence of any infection that 
might have been the cause of his 


. 
ae 
OM, ww, 








for 
or; 
hi: 
lat 
Col 
lec 


. Wa 


ist 
rac 
Th 
ati 


wit 












ORAL HYGIENE 





We ah 2 
6. A EM, 


Why the Equipment is the best 


By providing the best equipment obtainable in the dispensaries the 
dentist can do better and more painstaking work. Also it impresses the 
employee with one difference between good and mediocre dentistry s» s” 


sciatica. He had been advised to 
have his tonsils removed, yet they 
were normal. No infection was 
found in the kidneys or other vital 
organs. On inquiry, he stated that 
his teeth had been examined as 
late as two weeks previously. The 
condition of the teeth, however, 
led us to suspect that the trouble 
might be there. This suspicion 


_ was confirmed by the factory dent- 


ist, and he was advised to have 
radiographs taken of all his teeth. 
The result of the X-ray examin- 
ation showed seventeen abscesses 
at the roots of as many teeth. All 
of the infected teeth were removed 
with the result that his sciatica 
has disappeared and he has thrown 
his crutches away. 

I have placed the discussion on 
filling, treating, and extracting 





teeth last, because I am of the 
opinion that it can be more satis- 
factorily done outside of the indus- 
trial clinic and yet there are cases 
where it can and should be done 
in the factory dispensary. In fact 
we do a comparatively large num- 
ber of extractions. While these are 
mostly old roots, it not infrequent- 
ly happens that teeth are removed 
in the dispensary to prepare the 
mouth for a plate that will be 
made later by the employee’s per- 
sonal dentist. 

To take care of all the dental needs 
of the employees in any one of our 
factories would require several 
dentists, giving all their time to 
this work, while under the present 
plan the greatest amount of good 
is rendered to the largest number 
of persons by one dentist. We do 
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“ Clean Teeth Never Decay”’ 
The importance and the value of clean teeth are emphasized on the label 






of the tooth powder supplied at cost. A record of examinations and treat- 
ment is kept on the card. Teeth are printed in color to make pencil marks 


show up. 


filling and other like dental work 
only in exceptional cases or when 
absolutely necessary. 

In the routine examination and 
prophylactic treatment of cases, 
it was thought that the entire 
working force of the average fac- 
tory, from 400 to 600 people, 
could be handled at least twice a 
year. At one of our divisions every 
case received treatment in a rou- 
tine manner and it took about 
eleven months. In another factory 
they have been able to complete 
the round in a year. However, the 
work is moving much faster as the 
technique and scheme of working 
is better understood by both the 
dentist and the factory executives. 
@ One factory reports that this 
year the round can be completed 
in from four to five months, 
which is about the period that 
should elapse_ between prophy- 
lactic treatment and observation 





of each case. This time also in- 
cludes the large amount of time 
consumed in emergency work and 
in the routing treatment of cases 
requiring other than prophylactic 
CAC se se 

The good will established in the 
relationship between the factory 
dentist and the employee is beyond 
doubt. We hear many words of 
appreciation. Some have offered 
to pay for the service, but we be- 
lieve that in our own organization 
this work should either be done 
for nothing or not at all. 

The equipment of our dispensaries 
is the best that we are able to 
obtain. This enables the dentist to 
do better work, but better than this 
is the fact that the employee is 
impressed by the painstaking char- 
acter of the work. From an edu- 
cational standpoint, therefore, we 
feel that it has paid us to maintain 
this excellent equipment. It has 
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benefited the employee by impress- 
ing upon him the difference be- 
tween good and mediocre dentis- 
try 2 se 

We have recently added to our 
equipment an especially designed 
X-ray machine for dental work. 
This last addition was made as a 
result of the census of cases re- 
porting in our clinics, who were in 
need of X-ray work. 

In one dispensary we found that 
85 per cent of the patients would 
have been benefited by X-ray 
examination, and yet but a small 
percentage of these individuals 
actually had radiographs taken. 
No doubt this was due in part to 
the expense, but aside from this 
the distance from. the factory to 
the X-ray laboratory was so great 
that it would have been quite a 
hardship to have asked the em- 


ployee to take the time from his 
work which would be necessary 
for him to make the trip. 


Most of our resident dentists are 
picked men; chosen not only for 
their professional ability but be- 
cause they have a keen interest in 
industrial work, and are prepared 
in most instances to: make the 


‘ practice of this branch of dentistry 


their permanent work. 


Most of our men are giving but 
part of their time to the factory 
work, but more and more we find 
that the full-time man is in all 
ways the most satisfactory. In 
fact in many instances where men 
have started in on half time the 
managers have asked that they be 
replaced by full-time men, on 
account of the increased demand 
for this type of service. 
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done, and return this card. 


Your mouth has been examined and you are advised to 
present this card to your dentist. The chart on the reverse 
side shows the teeth needing attention. You are requested 
to notify this office as soon as you have had this work 





iilliinsiiee ... Manager 








D. D.S. 
Resident Densist. 








When the Man needs a Dentist 


If the examination shows that the man is in need of dental work he is 
given this card which he takes to his own dentist. When the work is done 


it is recorded on a card as shown on opposite page, 
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THE KAISER’S DENTIST AND HIS 
AMERICAN CRITICS 


Leon Harns, M. D., D. D. S., the editor of “‘ The Dental Outlook,” has 
the following editorial appearing in the May, 1919, number. 


OME time ago our 
a esteemed colleague, 
Dr. Arthur N. 





- ing fourteen years 
in a rather profit- 
able and exalted 
enterprise of looking after the mas- 
ticatory apparatus of his Majesty, 
William II, Rex, suddenly discovered 
the fact that his royal patient was 
not really a descendant of God as 
the world was almost led to believe, 
but the progeny of his Satanic 
Majesty. And, as a public-spirited 
and good American citizen, Dr. 
Davis, having had the privilege of 
intimate association with this 
horned and hoofed individual, felt 
it to be his duty to apprise his 
fellow-men on this side of the water 
of the manners, habits, mode of life, 
preferences, likes, and dislikes of 
“this wicked man. For this purpose 
the good doctor preserved the con- 
versations and intimate bits of 
talk that he had with this God- 
descended man, and at the right 
moment brought them out and held 
them up to the gaze and delectation 
of his fellow Americans. Surely there 
was no harm in this; in fact, were he 
‘an ordinary individual, and not 
bound by any high moral code, as 
is the dentist, he would have re- 
ceived the hearty acclaim and 
sincere felicitation of all those in 
whose hearts there is a burning 
passion for freedom and democracy. 
But for a dentist to tell things out 
of school is a different matter than 
for an ordinary individual, for the 


Davis after spend-_ 





ordinary individual is not bound by 
such a high moral code as is the 
dentist. And besides it is even 
rumored among some well-meaning 
people that coupled with Dr. Davis’s 
patriotism, or as some would say, 
‘behind it’? was a tremendous 
amount of “‘ dough,’’ and that here 
again Dr. Davis broke the moral law 
binding all the dentists in accepting 
this filthy lucre for his revelations. 
In short, Dr. Davis is guilty on two 
counts in his infringement of the 
ethics of his profession. First, having 
treated the Kaiser in a professional 
capacity, he was by all the laws of 
professional ethics bound not to 
divulge anything that this royal 
devil said to him, and secondly, if he 
did so or was called upon to do so as 
an act of service to his country, he 
should not have done it through the 
medium of the daily press, and 
received payment for it, but pre- 
ferably handed in his report on his 
arrival at Washington to the officials 
of the State Department. All the 
useful information thus transmitted 
such as how the Kaiser carried his 
left arm, how he counted all the 
pieces of gold that Dr. Davis 
inserted into one of his teeth, how 
he waved his hand at him from the 
Thiergarten to promote business 
for him, etc., etc., could have been 
used for a more effective strategy 
against his former patient without 
violating thereby any of the laws 
of dental ethics. 
It is well that we are still living in a 
time when the dentist is held in as 
high an esteem and veneration as 
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was the former Kaiser some five 
years ago. In those days pans of 
praise were sung to him, and he was 
considered to be about as ethical as 
is the average dentist. But now 
through the revelations of Dr. Davis 
and the course of the war we know 
differently. Incidentally we also 
know that dentists are not as ethical 
as we were led to believe. Thanks to 
the publicity given the matter in 
the pages of Oral Hygiene, and 
the airing of the views of the 
highest and best in the profession, 
we all know that Dr. Davis has 
violated his professional vow be- 
cause the price was large enough. 
A rather stunning revelation, it 
seems that the price makes all the 
difference in the world. 

We were hitherto led ‘to believe by 
the men high up in the profession 
that the lack of ethics was confined 
mostly to the advertising men and 
the fellows ‘‘ with the big signs.” 
Now it seems that a man as high in 
the profession as is Dr. Davis, and 
with a clientele including the most 
elite of Europe’s most famous 
capital, has not been above vio- 
lating the ethics of the profession 
when the price was big enough. Of 
course, there was not about it that 


_ open, glaring, inviting mien, but the 


hidden, subtle professional air, and 
in principle both are alike. 

The myth that dentists are above 
the rest of humanity, engaged purely 
because of the love of their pro- 
fession and for the succor of suffer- 
ing humanity, has been exploded. 


Na 


—_.. 


YI 2Wo 


Dr. Davis’s_disclosures, both of the 
Kaiser and himself, has shown that 
remuneration is as much a con- 
sideration with dentists as* with 
other mortals, with this difference, 
that while business has openly con- 
fessed that it is not in it for its 
health, dentistry has just as openly 
proclaimed that it is doing it for the 
love of the profession and humanity 
at large. That should be so, but 
unfortunately is not. Dentists are 
subject to the same economic laws 
as other people; in fact, the whole 
study and practice of dentistry is 
founded on an economic consider- 
ation, and dentists in their daily life 
must, whether they want to or not, 
obey this economic impulse. If you 
free them from the necessity of 
having to compete with their fellow 
dentists and stoop to the dictates of 
public ignorance in order to make a 
living, there is sufficient idealism in 
theirsouls to take the highest flights, 
but dwarfed and stunted by econom- 
ic pressure, they will often not resist 
the temptation of “ easy money.” 
Even if it is in contravention of the 
ethics of their profession. 

Dr. Davis was not subjected to the 
grind of daily toil as are the-major- 
ity of his colleagues over here, he 
had a class of patients who re- 
munerated him well for his services, 
and yet a little extra melon was not 
to be sneezed at. Under similar 
circumstances and the same tempta- 
tion his enraged critics might not 
have done otherwise. Let us be 
charitable se se 
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In fi fam a 
i emorta a 
CASUALTIES IN DENTAL DEPARTMENT, U.S. A. e 
‘ ] 
" Pai 
Name Rank Corps Date Place Cause 1 
ton; Leater J. Lt. D.R.C: Apl. 20-18 Iowa City | se)... 
Iowa City, Ia. Pat 
A ein, Melvin M. Capt. D.R.C. Oct. 16-18 France Accidental , 
town, Md. Burns Pos 
Ballachy, Fred A. Lt. D.R.C. Sept. 26-18 Camp Dix Pneumonia 
450 Elmwood Ave., C 
Buffalo, N. Y. : 
Birdsong, Horace R. Lt. D.R.C. May 10-18 Camp Mills Streptococcus ~ 
Lula, Mississippi Cullulitis 
Bliss, Vance W. Lt. D.R.C. Oct. 12-18 France Pneumonia Sm 
Santa Cruz, Cal. \ 
Boazman, Francis E. Lt. D.R.C. Oct. 19-18 Camp Sherman Disease Sta 
Chappells, S. C. 4 
Boisseau, CharlesH. Lt. D.R.C. Oct. 21-18 BH, Camp Upton Pneumonia - 
Smithton, Pa. 
Casselman, Ernst L. Lt. Ears BOG, PRD e gN a hick bee ccncia Influenza ~ 
Effingham, II 
Crandage, Walter Geet. DR cSet: PER. kh Si e565. i Suicide Wa 
37 Baldwin St., 2: 
Bridgeport, Conn. I 
Davies, Oliver W. Lt. pee se Ae | SMe at, Bae eee Pneumonia Wal 
Los Angeles, Cal 
Desmond, Walter P. Lt. Ere sS i Get. Ge ic, gars ceatsiien 20. Killed in action Wal 
Duwe, Harry E. Lt. D.R.C. Oct. 28-18 Arlington, Ia. Influenza 1: 
Arlington, Ia. Cc 
Fickes, Ralph H. Lt. D.R.C. Oct. 18-18 BH, Ft. Ogle Pneumonia Wei 
118 Grant Ave., : . 
Vandergrift, Pa. 
Fleming, Lionel G. Lt. D.R.C. Oct. 4-18 BH, Camp Lee Pneumonia Zwi 
St. Martinville, La. E 
Fletcher, Roland E. Lt. D.R.C. Dec. 21-18 G.H., Ft. Ogle. Empyema _— 
274 N. Fulton Ave., B 
Mt. Vernon, N. Y. 
Friday, Gale Lt. D.R.C. Nov. 14-18 Camp Sheridan Pneumonia Aml 
> Fremont, Ind. Cc 
Glass, Roy S. Lt. D.R.C. Oct, 19-18 Camp Meade Influenza Hen 
Frackville, Pa. Cc 
Hannah, Clark B. Lt. D.R.C. Oct. 18-18 Camp Fremont Pneumonia ¥ 
General Delivery o1 
| Los Angeles, Cal. In 
J Hanson, Roy E. be: - RS ev. GAB PAAR Pneumonia 
t Cambridge Spgs., Pa. Mc} 
i Henshaw, Winfield E. Lt. D.C. Sept. 28-18 Chicago Pneumonia Li 
i Peru, Il. Mofi 
i Higgins, John C. Be: SPARC. Oct. 1588 os cbevas whceas Pneumonia Cx 
McAdoo, Pa. 
| Hoffman, Wade H. Lt. D.R.C. Oct. 10-18 Camp Upten Pneumonia Osbe 
Oil City, Pa. Fr 
i Jones, Alexander H. Lt. D.R.C.Gct.1-18 France Pneumonia Rei 
1 Youngstown, O. Ri 
1 Kreitman, Albert L. Lt. D.R.C. Oct. 4-18 Camp Meade Pneumonia 
i New York City Sand 
a Lubitz, Wm. M. Lt. D.R.C. Oct. 11-18 Camp Dix Pneumonia 
i 1061 Bergen St., Sime 
Brooklyn, N. Y. He 
Mattox, Geo. Wm. bt... DR.C. Oct. 15518 Pramce.... © £.cceceeeeesess Stom 
Elberton, Ga. Pit 
Morin, Adrian L. Lt. D.R.C. Oct. 18-18 Fremont, Cal. Pneumonia 





sediguthanniatweutacuinrtinnns consis ae a 


t 





rns 


S 
itis 


on 


Mans 


ORAL HYGIENE 





Name 


Morrissey, Howard M. 
Kenosha i 


, Wis. 
Niles, Will C. 
101 Vernon St., 
Newton, Mass. 


Parsons, Joseph H. 
1019 W. 10th St., 
Erie, Pa. 

Patterson, Loy A. 
Hennessey, Okla. 

Postle, Merton M. 
416 W. 77th St., 
Chicago, IIl. 

Simm, Francis R. 

Smith, Cecil C. 
Violet Hill, Ark. 


Staples, Bernard F. 
. 454 Mass. Ave., 
Boston, Mass. 


Stoéker, Delmar H. 
Tunk 


hannock, Pa. 


alker, Raymond A. 


WwW 
285 Orchard St., 


New Haven, Conn. 


Wald, Alfred G. ~- 
Huntington, Pa. 


Wall, Harrison B. 
15605 Detroit Ave., 


Cleveland, Ohio 


Weidert, Raymond M. 


Wilcox, Pa. 
Zwink, Edwin B. 
Eustis, Neb. 


Baris, Alexander D. 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 


Ambelang, Leslie P. 
Cascade, Wis. 


Henry, Carl R. 
Cuba, Ill. 


Leonard, Frank S. 


914 N. Meridian St., 


Indianapolis, Ind. 


McNett, Frank E. 
La Crosse, Wis. 


Moffett, Samuel F. 
ello, Tex. 


Osborne, Lloyd A. 
Fremont, Ia. 


Reinhard, Walter O. 
Rio, Wis. 


Sandehson, Mortimer Lt. Col D.C. 


Simons, John S. 
Henderson, Minn. 


Stone, Leslie A. 
Pittsfield, Mass. 


Rank Corps Date 


Lt. 


Lt. 


Lt. 


Lt. 


Lt. 


Lt. 


Lt. 


Lt. 


Lt. 


Capt. 


Lt. 


Lt. 
Lt. 
Lt. 
Lt. 


Lt. 


Lt. 


Lt. 


Lt. 


Lt. 


i[stLt. 


Lt. 


Capt. 


D R.C. Nov. 1-18 


‘D.R.C. Oct. 4-18 


D.R.C. Oct. 4-18 


D.R.C. July 19-18 


D.R.C. Oct. 15-18 


D.RC Oct. 7-18 


D.R.C. Oct. 18-18 


D.R.C. Sept. 24-18 


D.R.C Oct. 3.18 


D.R.C. Sept. 28-18 


D.R.C. Oct. 15-18 


D.R.C. Mar. 28-18 


D.R.C. Nov. 7-18 
D.R.C. Nov. 7-18 
D.R.C. Feb. 28-19 
D.R.C. Aug. 6-18 
D.R.C. Sept. 4-17 


D.R.C. Jan. 31-19 


D.R.C. Dec. 18-18 
D.R.C. Jan. 6-18 
‘DRC. July 24-18 
D.R.C. Oct. 3-18 


July 30-18 
D.R.C. Oct. 2-18 


D.R.C. Oct. 17-18 


D.R.C. Mar. 3-19 


Place 


France 
Brigham Hosp. 

Boston 
France 


Camp Beauregard 


Camp Kearney 


Fort Oglethorp 


Camp Travis 


Camp Devens 


Fr e 


Camo Devens 


France 


Cerebro- 
Meningitis 


Pneumonia 


Pneumnania 


Pneumovia 


Pneumonia 
Kil'>d in R. R. 
Accident 


Pneumonia 


Killed in action 








Camp Custer Peritonitis 
Lob ees Cbadeiteees Influ-Pneum. 
Camp Cody Pneumonia 
A.E.F. Meningitis 
France Killed in action 
A. E. F. Pneumonia 
G.H. No. 14 Pneumonia 
Ft. Bliss Septicemia 
Fremont, Ia. Drowned 
Camp Custer Pneumonia 
Camp Cody Septiceemia 
Camp Tobyhanna Pneumonia 


A. E. F. 


A. E. F. 





Killed in action 


Pneumonia 
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COME CLEAN 


A Three and One-Half Reel Picture Designed to Teach Oral Hygiene. 


Made at The Army Medical Museum with the Approval of The Surgeon- 
general, under the Supervision of Major Leonard G. Mitchell, D. C. 


This is a description of a new oral. hygiene film, of which thirty copies have 


been made, to be used for educational purposes 


by the Government over- 


seas, and in the various demobilization camps, after which they will be 
attainable for civilian uses. The National Dental Association has secured 
one copy, which will later be available for loaning to persons desiring its 


use in lectures on oral hygiene. 


T the conclusion of 
an oral hygiene lec- 
ture at the Army 
Medical Museum, 
to the officers and 
detachment, the 
=~) officer in command 
was so enthused with the subject 
that I at once took him to Colonel 
Logan, where he placed at our dis- 
posal all their facilities for the mak- 
ing of a picture, which would. illus- 
trate the subject presented. 
The Armistice had been signed and, 
unfortunately, some of the force 
discharged before time and oppor- 
tunity enabled us to begin work. 
However, a three and one-half reel 
picture was made, using the scenario 
written by Dr. Fones, as a basis. The 
name of the picture is ‘‘ Come 
Clean.” se se 
Private Tom Merrill is joked and 
“* kidded ”’ so persistently because 
he brushes his teeth after each meal 
that he finally loses his patience and 
temper when they hide his tooth 
brush. A fight ensues, wherein his 
opponent and an innocent bystander 
are knocked down. 
After the fight Tom is induced to 
tell the boys just why he takes such 
good care of his teeth. The scene 
then goes to the time when Tom 
was working in a market, when war 
was declared. He tries to enlist, but 
is rejected because of his bad teeth. 








Disappointed and despondent he, 
by chance, meets the army surgeon 
who rejected him, and is told just 
why the army could not afford to 
take him. 

The surgeon then takes Tom 
through several wards at Walter 
Reed Hospital and shows him sev- 
eral cases of arthritis with swollen 
joints,.a case of heart disease, and 
one with appendicitis with compli- 
cations. The surgeon sympathizes 
with Tom’s desire to enlist and sends 
him to a member of the Prepared- 
ness League of Dentists, who puts 
his teeth in good condition. He again 
applies for enlistment and is ac- 
cepted se se 

All these various scenes are shown 
while Tom sits on the steps at his 
barracks talking to the group of men 
sitting on the ground in front. 

The picture then takes up the scien- 
tific part, showing why and how 
infection from pyorrhea and ab- 
scessed teeth reaches and infects 
different parts of the body, produc- 
ing various diseases. The infection 
may be seen on its way, by the use 
of animated drawings. 

In order that this very important 
part of the picture might be above 
criticism, the assistance and co- 
operation of some of America’s best 
men was obtained. Colonel Frank 
Billings of Chicago, supplied the 
data, in fact, wrote the titles per- 
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taining to this part of the picture. 
Colonel Mayo assisted with counsel 
and advice. a 

When ready for the first showing I 
invited the Surgeon-general and 
about twenty heads of departments 
in the Surgeon-general’s office to 
“witness it. The Surgeon-general’s 
approval encouraged me to ask for 
thirty copies, which received his 
endorsement. These thirty copies 
cost the Government $4,200, which 
does not include the expense of mak- 
ing the original picture. 

These copies are now being com- 
pleted and will soon be ready to be 
sent overseas and to our demobil- 
ization camps, after which they 
will be available for any organiza- 
tion which desires to show them. 
My present plan is to allow the 
Interior Department to circulate 
a number of them se Descriptive 
matter will also be sent to colleges, 
state normals, rotary clubs and 
other civic organizations. 

All of the men at the Museum who 
assisted in making this picture are 
now out of service, with considerable 
work yet to be done before these 
pictures will be ready for distribu- 
tion. I have employed a man to 
remain here and work with me in 
completing these pictures, but it is 
difficult to know at this time just 
how soon they will be finished. 
Could I have devoted my entire 


‘ 
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>. 





time to this, they would have been 
completed and sent out long ago. 
@ While this film is self-explana- 
tory, it should be followed with a 
thirty-minute lecture, going more 
into detail than was possible in the 
picture. Any one accustomed to 
giving oral hygiene lectures could 
do this. I have shown this picture 
on several occasions, with most 
gratifying results. Am convinced 
that this is but the beginning of 
more extensive and elaborate work 
of the same kind. 

The officer now in charge of this 
work at the Museum is soon to open 
a studio which will be devoted ex- 
clusively to the making of scientific 
pictures, which will deal with some 
phase of the healing art. 

Our National Secretary, Dr. O. U. 
King, has placed an order for one 
copy of ‘‘ Come Clean.” The United 
States Public Health Department 
is greatly interested in this and 
other health pictures, and con- 
templates using these in its cam- 
paign for a stronger and more virile 
nation. The government is taking 
cognizance of the great need of 
educating the people on health 
subjects. This inspires us with the 
belief that we are on the threshold 
of a national awakening which 
will have a most potent influence 
in our fight for a nation of clean 
mouths. 


et 
















\ 


780 


ORAL HYGIENE 





DENTISTRY AS NATIONAL DEFENSE 


The following is 


from “‘ The North American,” Philadelphia, issue of 


April 26, 1919. It has to do with the need of dentistry among the laity and 
the influence of dentistry in modern warfare as exemplified on the Western 
battle front. It shows how well-informed are some of the editors of our 


leading 
The public are awakening 


pers. This editorial would have been impossible a few years ago. 
to the need of modern dentistry, much more 


so than the dental profession gives them credit. It behooves every man to 
be up and doing and make good on this propaganda. 


ECAUSE this 
newspaper five 
years ago pio- 
neered in editorial 
discussion of sound 
teeth as a subject 
of the utmost im- 

portance to the welfare of the 





nation, we are particularly pleased 


to be able to present here a chapter 
of war history which, so far as we 
know, has escaped the news 
Columns se se 

By way of preface to this unusual 
and interesting story, the reader 
should remember that army regu- 
lations in nearly all countries 
require that the recruit possess 
enough teeth properly to masticate 
food. This, of course, is an element- 
ary need. And it also should be 
borne in mind that insufficient or 
defective teeth constituted one of 
the major causes for rejection 
during our recent draft, when 30 
per cent of the men examined were 
rejected on physical grounds. 


In France, as throughout Europe, 





the average of tooth conditions is 
far below our own. Modern 
dentistry was ‘‘ made in America,”’ 
and only within recent years has it 
been recognized abroad as a real 
need. So when the Allied nations 
found it necessary greatly to en- 
large their fighting forces, they 
encountered dental lacks much 
worse than those with which we 
had to cope in raising a vast army. 





France, alone, was compelled to 
reject for this reason 250,000 men 
otherwise physically sound. And 
the day came when such a number 
of troops might easily spell the 
difference between victory and 
defeat se se 

Fortunately—for France and for 
Freedom—there was in Paris a 
certain dentist, Dr. Georges Villain 
who had foreseen this situation. 
With untiring energy he had ad- 
vocated tooth reconstruction as a 
major military measure. Finally 
the war board acceded to his plea 
and went so far as to build a fac- 
tory for the manufacture of artifi- 
cial teeth. 

Thus backed, Doctor Villain took 
up the direction of making over 
the mouths of the 250,000. It was 
a matter of immediate importance, 
for, as all the world knows, the 
French forces were seriously de- 
pleted. The work was carried on 
with all possible speed, and within 
a few months these reinforcements 
so sorely needed were mustered 
into service! 

It is not possible, of course, to put 
one’s finger on any one contribu- 
tion to the final victory and say, 
“But for this, democracy would 
have lost.’’ Dozens of vital factors 
combined to determine the result. 
But it is easy to point out certain 
contributions and say of them, 
‘“‘ Without these we might have 
lost.” se se 
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Among such must be counted 
Doctor Villain’s “false tooth” 
factory, which transformed a quar- 
ter of a million men into effective 
fighting units. And of all that has 
happened during the last decade 
to emphasize the importance of 
dentistry as a prime factor in hu- 
man welfare, this, we think, stands 
out as the most conclusive evi- 
dence thereof. 

To it might be added, as of almost 
equal significance, the recent action 
of the British government in deal- 
ing with the problem of dental 
disorders se se 

In England, as in France, the war 
revealed a hitherto unsuspected 
degree of physical unfitness due to 
lack of mouth care. Spurred by the 
research work of American medical 
men who had suddenly waked up 
to the serious disease involvements 
traceable to bad teeth, English 
doctors had discovered like condi- 
tions in that country. But until the 
war compelled widespread exami- 
nation, no one appreciated the 
extent and seriousness of the situ- 
ation se se 

We like to speak of the Britisher as 
slow, but in this case he evidenced 
a speed which might well be emu- 
lated in our own land. For as soon 
as the mouth menace became 
known, a royal commission was 
appointed to deal with the matter. 
@ The report of this body, as epit- 
omized in the current issue of the 
Dental Cosmos, published in this 
city and edited by Dr. Edward C. 


Kirk, of the University of Pennsyl- 


vania, one of the leaders in the 
dental crusade revealed a condition 
which moved its members to urge 
revolutionary measures. For it was 
found that the widespread dental 
defects were due not only to lack 





of oral hygiene on the part of the 
people, but quite as much to a 
pitifully inadequate supply of 
qualified dentists. 

For the 40,000,000 people living in 
the British Isles there are 5,000 
qualified dentists and some 12,000 
unqualified persons who “ work ”’ 
on teeth, usually to the disad- 
vantage of those patronizing them. 
And, as Dr. Percy Millican, of the 
British Dental Journal, figures, 
if the 5,000 qualified dentists 
devoted two hours a day to each 
patient and worked ten hours a 
day for 300 days a year, they 
could treat only 7,500,000 persons 
annually, leaving nearly 32,000,000 
to the mercies of the ignorant and 
unskilled 12,000, or without any 
dental care whatever. 

Because of this, the royal commis- 
sion has urged Parliament immedi- 
ately to admit to registered prac- 
tice numbers of unregistered prac- 
titioners; to reduce the minimum 
time required for dental study; to 
establish a system of free dental 
scholarships with adequate main- 
tenance grants; to make increased 
grants to dental schools, provide 
for a new classification of ‘‘ dental 
mechanics” to deal with certain 
more easily handled phases of 
tooth trouble and establish a pub- 
lic dental service. 

As the Dental Cosmos says, the 
striking feature of this situation 
is that the British government 
‘“‘has shown itself fully alive to 
the serious importance of the den- 
tal problem and has dealt with it 
as one of the elemental factors in 
the general problem of public 
health conservation.”’ 
England has thus become the first 
nation officially to deal with dental 
and oral hygiene as a national 
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public health question. And; from 
present indications, France will 
be a close second. How long will it 
be before this nation, which here- 
tofore has led in dental progress, 
joins the procession? 

There is no longer any excuse for 
neglecting this phase of national 
defense. It is true, also, that in 
some states our public school 
program includes periodical exam- 
ination of teeth, and in a few of our 
cities: we have enlarged this work 
to include dental clinics. 

But the fact remains that not more 
than one-fifth of our population 
_ever visits a dentist unless impelled 
by pain; that millions of our chil- 
dren are paving the way to sick- 
ness, inefficiency, poverty and con- 
sequent bad citizenship through 
the failure of parents to recognize 
the protective power of the tooth 
brush and the vital value of the 
dentist se se 

Every day adds to the mass of 
testimony proving the manifold 
and widespread destructive influ- 
ence of decayed teeth and diseased 
gums. It is, of course, an obvious 
fact that insufficient teeth so inter- 
fere with proper chewing of food as 
to induce indigestion and faulty 
assimilation of the nutritive intake. 
And while interference with the 
stomach and intestinal processes 
is the underlying cause of many 
nervous and functional disorders, 
the evil results of bad teeth and 
septic mouth conditions do not end 
here se se 

Often before in this column we 
have referred to the many diseases 
that are attributed or actually 
traced to such causes, yet so im- 
pressive is a list recently published 
in the Journal of the American 
Medical Association that we feel 





ee) 





constrained to reprint it. It com- 


prises the “conclusions” in an 
article on ‘‘ The Menace of Mouth 
Infections,’’ written by Dr. Oliver 
T. Osborne, professor of thera- 
peutics in the Yale University 
school of medicine, and is, in part, 


as follows: 

Chronic invalidism may be caused by 

mouth infections. 

The blood pressure may be raised or 

lowered by mouth infections 

The thyroid gland is frequently enlarged 

and may h or hyposecrete in 

these infections. 

Serious disturbances of the blood, heart, 

kidneys, stomach, intestines and joints 
infections. 


Glycosuria can be, and perhaps true 
diabetes mellitus may be, caused by 
mouth infections 
Serious distant focal cmt apeere may occur 
from mouth i 
Serious brain and: aie disturbances, as 
well as neuritis, may occur from mouth 

ection. 

Ulcer of the stomach, pyelitis, append- 

icitis, and chronic colitis may be caused 

by pyorrhea alveolaris and mouth in- 

fection s© % 

Pneumonia, especially that which follows 

influenza, may frequently be caused by 
long carried in the patient’s 


No erudtenent of these conditions will be 
of any avail until the mouth is made clean. 


This statement comes from one of 
the most conservative of America’s 
eminent medical men. Like other 
members of his profession, he 
knows there are isolated instances 
of faddism in this matter of teeth. 
A few doctors today are ordering 
the pulling of teeth which should 
not be removed and a few more 
dentists are clinging to the old- 
time practice of saving teeth at 
any cost. 

But the great mass of doctors are 
coming to know that it is abso- 
lutely necessary to look at the 
teeth of every patient suffering 
from any one of many widely prev- 
alent affections, and a majority 
of dentists are paying more atten- 
tion to what is under their crowns 
and back of their bridges than to 
what their patients display when 
smiling! 
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The real need now is to wake up the 
general public; to get it into the 
heads of the masses that regular 
care and treatment of teeth is one 
of the most important and profit- 
able services that a person can 
render to self, family or commun- 
ity se se 

The real need now is ‘to convince 
the average person that money 
properly spent in this direction is 
money well invested; that a 25-cent 
toothbrush and a tube of paste or 
can of powder, renewed as needed, 


constitute a form of health insur- 
ance no one can afford to ignore, 
and that a reliable dentist should 
be visited at least twice a year. 
@ The best way to get this knowl- 
edge home to the people is to 
spread it through the schools—and 
the churches might take a hand 
without lessening the good they do. 
But in every school clean teeth and 
tooth care should be taught daily, 
not only as a matter of health pro- 
tection, but as a very important 
phase of practical national defense. 


THE GOVERNOR OF ARIZONA 
VETOES PROPOSED DENTAL BILL 


HE Governor of Ar- 
izona, Thomas E. 
Campbell, in veto- 
ing the proposed 
dental law of Ari- 
zona, exhaustively 
reviews the bill, 
points out its weaknesses and incon- 
sistencies and compares the present 
dental law and the vetoed bill with 
the regulations in other states. The 
message in part is as follows: 
@ “‘ The general object of dental 
laws is to protect the public against 
incompetent dentists. That the 
necessity of this protection is gener- 
ally recognized is proved by the 
existence of dental laws in all states 
and possessions of the United States. 
Dental laws and the dental stand- 
ards established thereunder have 
been a matter of growth, and from 
a universal low standard of years 
ago, when laws first went into effect 
and qualifications were few, have 
evolved standards of varying de- 
grees of excellence, according to 
legal requirements placed upon 
statute books. At one time, when 





laws first went into effect, any one 
making a pretense at the practice of 
dentistry could secure licenses.Later 
on examinations were required or a 
dental college diploma. Still later, 
certain dental “qualifications became 
necessary to entitle an applicant to 
an examination, until finally even a 
diploma from a college not only does 
not entitle the holder to a license, 
but in many states is absolutely a 
prerequisite to taking the examin- 
ation. With an exception to be 
presently noted Arizona, in common 
with all the other states, requires an 
examination of all candidates in 
theory and practice, but, whereas 
some states make a dental degree 
and a high school degree a prere- 
quisite to an examination, Arizona 
not only examines candidates with 
a dental degree, but also those with 
a license from any other state. Very 
few states give even such recognition 
to a mere license, because a license 
in itself is not generally regarded as 
a sufficient credential for even an 
examination, not to mention a 
license, but in any event, an examin- 
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ation from every candidate has been 
proven the only safe rule and is 
universally adopted. 

Evidently not recognizing the pro- 
vision of the present law in permit- 
ting the board to count the practical 
work as two-thirds in case of a five- 
year practitioner, or not considering 
this provision adequate, the legis- 


lature in this proposed amendment ° 


provides that ‘If the applicant 
holds and presents to the board of 
dental examiners, a properly authen- 
ticated license to practice dentistry 
in full force and effect at the date of 
making such applications, and issued 
by the duly constituted authorities 
of any state in the United States, 
under laws regulating the practice 
of dentistry equivalent to such laws 
of the state of Arizona, and has been 
engaged in the active practice of 
dentistry for not less than two years 
immediately preceding the date 
of such application, it shall be the 
duty of the board of dental examin- 
ers to certify to the secretary of state 
that the applicant is entitled to a 
license to practice deritistry.’ In 
other words the provision which is 
practically non-existent in other 
states, and is applicable only at the 
di-cretion of the board in cases 
presenting unusually meritorious 
credentials is made compulsory in 
case of anyone with a two-year 
license, which would not entitle the 


Ld ee 


holder to even an examination in 
any state in the union except two or 
three, including Arizona... . 
Another objection to this proposed 
amendment is the requirement of 
only a 35 per cent grade in theory. 
The present law handles the grading 
of the theoretical examination very 
satisfactorily, as to an old practi- 
tioner in allowing him two-thirds 
for practical work, and one-third for 
theory. As to a recent graduate, a 35 
per cent is no test at all. This could 
be an advantage to persons applying 
under claim of practicing five years 
under a licensed dentist, and who, 
with practically no necessary funda- 
mental theory, could become li- 
censed in Arizona, when barred by 
his own state. 

The matter of appealing purely 
dental matters to an appeal board 
of two laymen and one physician is 
neither reasonable nor just. With all 
these objections before me, and 
believing that more harm will come 
from what may possibly be ill- 
advised, and hastily considered 
amendments to the old law than will 
follow from a continuance of that 
old law pending such time as all 
parties interestedin the whole matter 
may be-fully advised and have full 
opportunity to present the differ- 
ent phases of the whole matter, I 
feel it my duty to disapprove the 
bill.” 
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SCHOOL NURSING IN OAK PARK 


NELLIE M. BALTZ, R. N. 


The author has much to say on school nursing and incidentally on care of 
the teeth, ajl of which is essential to the well cared for body and proper 


mental development se se ‘se ‘se ce ‘Se se se se se se to 


S we are just orga- 
nizing our work in 
Oak Park many 
things are yet to be 
introduced into our 
schools. Our experi- 
ments thus far have 
led us to realize the importance of 
health conservation and the culti- 
vation of habits of right living for all 
our boys and girls, who are to be the 
men and women of tomorrow. 
@ First of all we are without medi- 
cal or dental inspection. Therefore 
the entire work is covered by the 
school nurse. The routine of pro- 
cedure is to inspect all pupils 
who have been absent from school 
when they return. This inspection 
covers personal appearance, that is: 
unclean clothing, care of teeth, 
missing buttons, dirty hands, finger 
nails, examination of throats and 
condition of hair. 

Our method of reporting absent 
pupils is on a daily report blank that 
has the following heading. . 





the absentees have telephones they 
are called over the telephone to find 
out why they are absent. If they 
have no phone a home visit is made 
by the nurse. The report is returned 
to the teacher before the nurse 
leaves the school, and each successive 
day it passes between teacher and 
nurse until the end of the month 
when it is placed in a folder and kept 
on file. With this report we know 
why each and every child is absent 
throughout the school year. 

Each teacher has her own report 
and folder. These are of heavy 
ledger paper with about forty lines 
on each side of sheet. At the end of 
the day we know how many pupils 
are absent from each room and the 
total number from school. If our 
absentees increase we have reason 
to believe that an epidemic may be 
starting and can make an effort to 
protect our school children at the 


‘ beginning of same. These reports 


make it possible for the nurse to 
know just how many pupils are 





Teacher’s Name Grade 


Date Pupil’s 
Name 





Address | Telephone | No. of 
No. D 


Enrollment 


Teacher’s Nurse’s 
ays Remarks Remarks 








This report is given to the teacher 
on the first day of the month and 
she is to write thé.names of absent 
pupils and send it to the nurse’s 
Office where it is placed in a file 
provided for that purpose. If any of 





absent from each room on account 
of a contagious disease and at what 
time a new case develops. 

We feel that the condition of the 
teeth is of great importance to the 
school children. Therefore we lay 
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great stress upon their care ss» 
Once a month we have Tooth Brush 
Drill in. each room. In this drill we 
check up on our tooth brushes and 
teach the children the right way to 
brush their teeth instead of the 
wrong way. We start on the left 
side using the circle motion, the 
front and then the right side, the 
upper inside and the lower inside. 
We tell the children how important 
it is to brush their teeth the right 
way so as to brush the gums towards 
the teeth and not away from them. 
We have a “ Clean Teeth Honor 
Roll” in each room. The names of 
the boys and girls who brush their 
teeth twice a day are on this roll. 
This Honor Roll serves as an inspi- 
ration to the child, and the mothers 
appreciate our insisting on the clean- 
liness of the teeth. The Honor Rell 
is made out in the following manner. 


Clean Teeth Honor Roll 
Boys Girls 


@ We started our tooth brush drill 
by giving each child a sample tube 
of tooth paste. Dental floss is used 


in the same manner as the tooth | 


brush drill. It is used in the school 
room for demonstrating purposes. 
After the examinations were com- 
pleted in one school it was found 
that about 60 per cent of the 
children had defective teeth. We 
followed this work to the home and 
found that only 10 per cent of these 
defects had been corrected by the 
dentists. These figures show how 
great the need is for a dental clinic 
in our schools. If we want to increase 
the efficiency of our pupils we must 
first correct their defects. We hope 
the time is not far distant when we 
will have a dental chair in every 


school se se 


If we find it necessary to exclude a 
pupil from school, a notice is sent to 
the teacher and parent informing 
them why the child is being ex- 
cluded. . : 
In Feb. 1919 we received a chart 
from the Bureau of Education in 
Washington called ‘“ Class Room 
Weight Record.” On this chart is 
a place for names of children, height, 
normal weight and actual weight. 
The children are to be weighed 
monthly throughout the school year 
and their weights entered under the 
month in which they were weighed. 
At the bottom of the chart a sched- 
ule is given for what they should 
weigh and measure according to 
their years. One valuable thing 
about this chart is that each child 
enters his own weight and keeps a 
check on himself. At one school three 
hundred children were weighed and 
out of this number one hundred and 
eighty were under weight. 


At the time the child is weighed a 
yellow tag is sent home to the 
mother informing her of the weight 
and height of her child and what 
he should weigh. We hope with the 
right kind of food to be able to 
decrease our underweight pupils. 
We have obtained bulletins from 
the Government entitled ‘ Food 
For Your Children” “‘ Start The 
Day Right ” and sent them to all 
of our parents. 





We are comparing our weight cards 
with the pupils’ report cards to see if 
our underweight pupils do as good 
work as those of normal weight. 
We hope to have in a short time an 
individual weight card for each 
child to carry in his pocket so if he 
is underweight it will make him 
ambitious to reach the normal 
weight. Our mothers are all well 
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Birthplace 











Nationality of Father 


ae 





Nationality of Mother 








Til. 6.48. .! 














History of Measles 





History of Scarlet Fever. 
History of Chicken-pox 


Pertussis 











Date of Last. Vaccination 




















© Denotes no defect present. 


X Denotes defect present. 





School Year 


Z 


2 


3 


4 


5 











Date of Physical Exam. .... 





Dis. during term............ 





Nutrition... 





Hyper. Tonsils.............. 





Def. Nasal Breathing ........ 





EY Beaks in aceridantnsgois 





Def. Vision .................. 





Other Eye Defects........... 





Be ene: 











Pulmonary Disease........... 
Cardiac Disease............. 














eh ii... Bi. 
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Oak Park Public Schools 





Health Inspection 


The physical examination that is made by the nurse covers the 
teeth, eyes, hearing, throats, hair, nutrition, and speech. A card 
like the one above is filled out. 
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done and splendid co-operation has 
thus far been secured. 

The tabulated statistics of the 
national draft boards, show that 
one third of the men called to the 
colors in the recent war, were suffer- 
ing from physical defects of one 
kind or another. Of course a large 
‘part of the responsibility for this 
condition has been laid at the door 
of the American Public School. If 
this condition is to be corrected it 
means that greater attention must 


pleased with the work that is being - 


a 


be given to physical defects among 
the pupils in our Elementary 
sehools. School Boards and tax- 
payers must be ready to spend more 
money for service which will pro- 
tect the health of pupils who are 
attending the Elementary schools. 
We believe that a strong mind is 
to be found in a strong body. Our 
ideal is to establish that standard 
which insures the highest type of 
American citizenship by insuring 
health, intellectual ability, and 
moral and civic efficiency. 


THE SILICATE FILLING, ITS LIMITA- 
TIONS AND VALUE 
J. D. WHITEMAN, D. D. S., Mercer, Pa. 


The following paper was read at the meeting of the Lake Erie Dental 
Association, Cambridge Springs, Pennsylvania, May 24, 1919. It has to 
deal with a live suhtect of interest to every reader. 
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N consenting to pre- 
sent the subject of 
‘silicate fillings at 
this meeting I 
would disclaim any 
attempt to encour- 
age an increased 
use of this material (I would prefer 
to be understood to be making a 
plea for its more rational use) for 
valuable as it is and having a well 
defined field in dentistry, and cap- 
able of rendering most valuable 
service, its successful employment 
requires, as with any other material, 
first, a full knowledge of its physical 
properties in order to recognize its 
limitations, as to its resistance to 
stress: and second, the exact con- 
ditions tequired during the mixing 
and setting process, to secure its 
maximum hardness, translucency, 
and insolubility, as the margin of 
safety in all three of these proper- 
ties is so slight as to permit any 











variation from the ideal, either as 
to its manipulation or the indica- 
tions of its use. 

The slab must be of the correct 
temperature se se 

The instruments should be such as 
recommended by the manufacturer. 
@ The rubber dam must be em- 
ployed; to attempt its use without 
the rubber dam is careless, slovenly 
practice, and will not produce re- 
sults worthy of the material. 

It must be ever kept in mind that 
this is a very delicate and most 
exacting material and positively will 
not admit of abuse. 

The filling must be protected from 
the air by cocoa butter (when such 
application is recommended by the 
manufacturer) while setting, to pre- 
vent the evaporation of the water 
of crystallization, for a period of at 
least ten minutes, and then five 
minutes before removing the dam it 
must be further protected by an 
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ethereal varnish. Even then the 
surface may slightly disintegrate 
through exposure to the saliva and 
for this reason the final finish 
should always be deferred to some 
subsequent sitting. 

It should further be remembered 
that when the dam is applied over 
teeth that contain silicate fillings 
that the thorough drying of them, 
even though they have been in the 
mouth for years, is very injurious to 
them and may result in causing 
them to check; and for this reason, 
such fillings should be protected 
during any subsequent operations 
when the dam is applied, with cocoa 
butter, paraffin or varnish to pre- 
vent the evaporation of the moist- 
ure contained in such fillings. 

It is sometimes observed. that the 
surfaces of silicate fillings have 
chipped off; this is through faulty 
technique in its insertion. In pack- 
ing this material it must be made 
certain that the mass is made homo- 
geneous and not laminated. This 
is accomplished, first by having 
exactly the right consistency and 
then placing it into the cavity, en 
masse causing any overlying por- 
tions to unite and thus making the 
whole mass perfectly homogeneous. 
@ Now what are the indications for 
silicate fillings, and what may be 
expected of them, and how do they 
compare with gold fillings and with 
porcelain inlays? 

I would say: all proximal cavities in 
the incisor and cuspid teeth where 
the incisal angle is not involved, and 
all labial cavities as far back and 
including the second bicuspid and 
that they are practically limited to 
these areas. 

While of course we must admit that 
more important work can be done, 
even in such cavities; with gold 





foil; esthetic considerations, I be- 
lieve, far overbalance the claim of 
increased durability. The human- 
itarian side is also an important 
factor. in favor of the silicate filling. 
Now how do they compare with the 
porcelain inlays? Here again we 
must concede that, in the ideal 
porcelain inlay, dentistry has at- 
tained its highest artistic achieve- 
ment. Please note that I say the 
‘‘ideal” or ‘“ perfect” porcelain 
inlay, and emphatically not the 
average inlay by any manner of 
means. The porcelain inlay has to 
commend it, esthetics alone, and 
judged from this standpoint the 
average porcelain inlay was a failure, 
a failure so complete that it would 
be hard to find a dozen men in the 
whole country today who are using 
them at all. 

The time and skill required to make 
a satisfactory porcelain inlay is 
such as to limit its use to the special- 
ist, and to that very ‘limited class, 
willing and able to pay the high fees 
necessary to encourage the develop- 
ment of the talent. 


Now for an honest comparison of 
the silicate filling with the porcelain 
inlay se se 

A silicate filling may be used practi- 
cally wherever a porcelain inlay may 
be used and the cavity is prepared 
with far less sacrifice of tooth struc- 
ture. A silicate filling if properly 
inserted may be expected to last 
from five to ten years, with possi- 
bilities of even longer service. 

Now while a porcelain may last 
much longer than this, owing to its 
insolubility, the natural teeth will 
have grown enough darker as to so 
affect its esthetics as to neutralize 
its one greatest virtue. 


We frequently hear of this material 
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being used in cavities involving the 
occlusal surfaces of the bicuspids 
and molars. Its shortcomings, how- 
ever, are such as to contraindicate 
its use in these locations where any- 
thing like the normal force of occlu- 
sion is to be encountered. 

Silicate fillings are often. accused of 
being dangerous to the dental pulp 
and frequently causing its death. I 
do not believe this to be true, al- 
though I will admit, that I have 
observed many dead pulps under 
such fillings. Now why is it that we 
so frequently find the pulp to be 
dead under the silicate fillings? I am 
convinced that the explanation is to 
be found in the fact that we are 
using it in cavities so deep that we 


. would not think of using gold or 


amalgam se se 

For instance a cavity in an incisor 
or cuspid is so deep that we fear the 
death of the pulp under a gold filling, 
will invariably be filled with silicate 
and we fear too frequently, without 
antiseptic or protective treatment. 
Personally, I am convinced that the 
silicate filling is as compatible with, 
tooth structure as is Oxy-Phosphate 
which until the introduction of sili- 
cates headed the list. 

It is a material worthy of our best 
efforts, and if used with judgment 
and care it will prove itself a positive 
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boon to dentistry and I mean by 
that, both patient and dentist. 

The gold foil filling saved teeth but 
it killed dentists. I doubt, with the 
increased demand for dental services 
of the present day, if it would be 
even possible for the dentists of 
today to find time to fill all the 
cavities with gold foil that are today 
being filled with the silicate material 
and it would most certainly be a 
great disappointment to the public 
if they had to submit to the long, 
tedious and painful gold foil opera- 
tions of a decade ago. 

The silicate filling has created a most 
insistent demand for itself and this 
demand must be intelligently met. 
@ And finally to put too low a fee 
on this service is to invite failure as 
well as a discredit upon dentistry. 
The public demands the best and 
will cheerfully pay for it. Therefore 
I would again urge, on the grounds 
of honesty to our patients, honesty 
to ourselves, and honesty to our 
profession, that we give the manipu- 
lation of this material our very best 
thought and talent and then be 
honest enough to charge an honest 
fee and thus stimulate in ourselves, 
and others, a desire to deliver a 
higher grade of service with this 
material which so nearly approaches 
the ideal. 
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@ On account of suggestive symptoms the patient consulted the family 
physician who, after a more or less careful diagnosis, prescribed, at the same 
time requesting her to report the following day. This she did, also on the day 


after. And still there was no improvement. The doctor then sugg 


ested that 


she have her teeth X-rayed. ‘‘ When would you like to do it? ” “‘ Tomorrow 
morning at nine o’clock.” “‘ Very well; I’ll send them over by my maid; 
she’ll wait.’’ He smiled; both smiled. And the good doctor added—‘“ Just 
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about the condition 
of your teeth? 

Did you know that 
if your teeth are 
bad the health of 
your baby may be 





affected? se se ; 

If your gums bleed did you know 
that you should have your teeth 
cleaned? Fine pieces of tartar will be 
found around the necks of the teeth 
under the gums. 

Did you know that to lose a tooth 
for each child is only neglect? It is 
not necessary to have trouble with 
the teeth if they are cared for. 

Do you know that it is perfectly 
safe to do any necessary dental 
work during pregnancy? Only tell 
the dentist of your condition so he 
will not let you get tired. When he 
has finished go home and rest. Do 
not go shopping the day you go to 
the dentist. 

Do you know that women have 
miscarried because they have 
suffered greatly with ulcerated 
(abscessed) teeth? The teeth begin 
to decay when the mouth is so acid 
the first three months. If you will 
rinse your mouth with a little salt 
or soda in half a glass of water after 
brushing the teeth it will help pre- 









serve them. Better still, rinse the 
mouth with milk of magnesia two 
or three times a day—especially 
before going to bed. 

Did you know that you should eat 
plenty of dark bread and vegetables 


AVE you thought - 





A TALK TO PROSPECTIVE MOTHERS 
M. EVANGELINE JORDAN, D. D. S., Los Angeles, Cal. 


This talk to prospective mothers would be of value for leaflets when con- 
ducting a local campaign for oral hygiene, inasmuch as there is an aston- 
ishing amount of ignorance on these subjects, and particularly so on the 
use of the pacifier and thumb sucking. 


which you should thoroughly chew? 
These foods will give you the lime 
salts for the growing baby. 

Did you know that all of the baby 
teeth or milk teeth and the four 
largest of the second or permanent 
set are forming during the last five 
months of pregnancy? Anything 
which seriously affects the mother’s 
health during that period may affect 
the growth of these teeth. 

Did you know that if you nurse 
your baby you have twice as good a 
chance to raise it? Also your baby 
will have a better shaped mouth and 
stronger teeth if nursed? 

Do you know why so many children 
have badly shaped mouths? It is 
because they are allowed to suck a 
bottle too long or to suck a pacifier 
or perhaps a finger or thumb. When 
a child has a high, narrow arch from 
such habits its nose is partly closed 
and it gets into the habit of breath- 
ing through its mouth. Such a child 
will have frequent colds and is more 
apt to catch measles, whooping 
cough and all such diseases. 

Did you know that when children 
have such diseases all the teeth that 
are growing in the jaw at that time 
may be badly injured? Such teeth 
have white or yellow spots on them. 
Or they may be badly shaped with 
pits and grooves. 

Children should be protected from 
taking diseases also because their 
mouths are hard to keep clean and 
their teeth begin to decay while they 
are sick. 











792 


ORAL HYGIENE 





———<eE 


PENCIL BITING AMONG SCHOOL 
CHILDREN 


H, W. RALSTON, D. D. S., School Dentist, Wichita, Kansas. 


The author calls our attention to the evils of pencil biting among school 


children, which in addition to being a menace to health, also forces the 
teeth out of alignment. This is a matter of great moment, and the school 
lecturer, and teacher as well, should educate the children in the elimination 


of this evil. 


HE unsanitary slate 
and noisy slate pen- 
cil have been re- 
placed in our mod- 

ern schools by the 

tablet and lead pen- 
cil, but it is ques- 
tionable whether we have not adop- 
ted the greater of two evils. We who 
were school children a few years ago 
have memories of the dirty slate rag, 
the smooth coat sleeve, and the 
noise the mischievous boy knew how 
to make by tilting his slate pencil at 

a certain angle. No one questions 
that the slate was unsanitary and 
the noise annoying, but the slate 
pencil made a better mark dry than 
wet and was too hard for the child 
to enjoy holding in his mouth. 
From the pencil marks on the teeth 
of children that I examine I believe 
that at least 50 per cent of the school 
children of Wichita wet their pencils 
before using them and about 15 per 
cent hold their pencils in their 
mouths enough to cause their teeth 
to be malposed. When one stops to 
think in how many dirty places a 
pencil is throughout the day, he will 
realize what a dirty habit holding 
the pencil in the mouth is. First the 
school child keeps his pencil in a 
dirty groove on the top of his desk, 
or in his pocket, or at best in a pencil 
box which is not always clean, and 

when he uses it, he holds it in his 

hands which are ditty, or he may 








stick the point of it in his ink well 
or uses it to clean his ears, then he 
will hold it in his mouth for a while, 
and when he goes to write he will 
wet the point in his mouth. Then 
his seat mate.or the child across the 
aisle borrows it and does the same 
thing. That pencil is placed in a 
multitude of dirty places every day. 
@ In the fourth grade of one school 
that I examined twelve out of forty- 
five children had malposed teeth due 
directly to the lead pencil. The 
most of them had one or both upper 
lateral incisors tilted out of align- 
ment from holding the pencil in the 
sides of their mouths. One child had 
her upper central incisors tipped out, 
another had pushed against her 
upper centrals with the eraser until 
both upper and lower centrals were 
rotated to the lingual at the mesial. 
Another girl had been placing the 
point of her pencil in the space 
between the upper central and 
lateral and was widening the space 
and rotating the lateral. When we 
remember that this is the age in 
which the permanent bicuspids and 
second molars are erupting, and the 
wedging process is going on; and 
that any little deviation from the 
normal will cause a great deal of 
irregularity, we realize how serious 
these habits are. 

Now this filthy habit children have 
of placing pencils in their mouths 
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can be stopped. It is not the same as 
our other dental problems among 
children where the parents are re- 
sponsible. The responsibility for this 
lies entirely with the teacher, for the 
child uses a pencil but very little 
outside of school hours. All teachers 
know that the habit is unsanitary, 


AS oral prophylaxis 
been a success as a 
preventive against 
tooth decay? Our 
great army of den- 
tists and teachers 
all over the civilized 
world are recommending the dili- 
gent use of the tooth brush se 
One dentist that I know, conceived 
the idea that he could prevent 
his patients’ teeth from decaying 
altogether by oral prophylactic 
measures. His method was to have 
his patients come to his office as 
often as he thought desirable, once 
a week or once in two weeks, etc., 
and thoroughly cleanse all the 
interproximal spaces. This kind of a 
practice did not last long, as the 
cavities were multiplying so rapidly 
that he had to either send his 
patients to another dentist or return 
to his general practice. He decided 
on taking no chance of losing his 
patients, so he went back to general 
Practice se se 

No, I do not believe the tooth brush 
ever prevents tooth decay. If the 











enamel will not resist the action of 
the fluids of the mouth, the tooth 
brush will net prevent the onset of 







and I believe if they were shown the 
evil results in the looks and health 
of children caused by irregular teeth 
that they would have the welfare of 
the children in their care enough at 
heart to make the placing of a pencil 
in the mouth the “ Unpardonable 
Sin.” se se 


THE USE OF THE TOOTH BRUSH AND 
ANTISEPTICS IN THE MOUTH 


This isan abstract from an article appearing in a recent issue of the 
“Dominion Dental Journal.’ The writer has some original ideas on oral 
prophylaxis. He also pays his respects to the tooth brush. 


decay on the surface of the teeth or 
in the interproximal spaces. It has 
been found that mouths that are 
immune to decay have very often a 
greater number of fermentative 
bacteria than the mouths of patients 
where decay is rampant. The plain 
fact is, that the tooth brush is a 
dangerous germ-ridden instrument, 
which it is impossible to sterilize. 
It cannot be boiled and we have no 
disinfectant which would render it 
aseptic and not leave it unfit for 
further use. 

On my way back from Jena to 
Canada in 1904, I called on my old 
friend, Mr. Gilmour, in Liverpool, 
and I was telling him about some 
experiments that I had made during 
the summer with different tooth 
pastes and washes that are in gen- 
eral use. I showed him my results 
and told him how short a period the 
antiseptic properties of these washes 
would last and the increased growth 
of bacteria over the normal within a 
few hours’ time, due to the destruc- 
tive effect on the delicate mucous 
membrane of the mouth, causing an 
impaired condition of the natural 
resistance and thereby intensifying 
the growth of bacterig. In no case 
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did the antiseptic action last over 


fifteen minutes. He then told me 
that he had been watching the 
results of different patients of his, 
that he could rely on as being very 
careful to cleanse the mouth out 
regularly, and that frequently they 
had an increased amount of work to 
be done over the previous year. On 
turning up his records I found some 
of his patients he was referring to 
were using the same pastes and 
washes that I had experimented 
With se se 


_ For our own comfort we have got 


to keep the tooth brush going, but 
it is not going to prevent tooth 
decay. Tartar has never decayed 
teeth, but in lots of cases it has, I 
believe, saved them from decay. If 
you gather records of conditions of 
the teeth extending over a large 
area, you will find the least decay 
always where the tooth brush is not 
in use and this has been my experi- 
ence all over. 

We have, therefore, to look to some 
other source to find the true cause 
of tooth decay, and I think it can 


usually be traced to the improper 
diet of the child in infancy. 

Antiseptic washes—The conception 
which prevails generally among 
medical and dental practitioners in 
regard to the use of antiseptic 
washes in the throat and mouth, is 
singularly confusing and confused. 
It is credited by them with consis- 
tent and often contradictory attri- 
butes, so great is the lack of clear- 
ness and precision of scientific work 
on this subject, when it approaches 
this topic, which has so weighty a 
bearing on our daily work. I began 
to despair of ever being able to get 
an antiseptic wash that we would be 
able to use on such a delicate 
structure as the mucous membrane 
of the mouth and throat, but 
through the work on flavine of Dr. 
Browning of the Bland-Sutton In- 
stitute, we have now a wash that 
will not only act as a good antisep- 
tic, without causing irritation, and 
its retentive powers are such that 
it keeps the bacterial flora down for 
hours, instead of a few minutes. 

















JUST MY LUCK! I’M ALWAYS SCRATCHING UP 


SOMETHING I CAN'T USE. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


Editor Oral Hygiene: 

I wish to thank you first of all for 
your letter and the aid it contained. 
I have just finished writing to the 
manufacturers you mentioned and 
hope it will bring satisfactory 
answers. 

I am more than pleased with Oral 
Hygiene and often refer to back 
numbers for information and help. 
The items are good and clean. 

The conditions met with here are far 
different from those in other local- 
ities. The schools are scattered, the 
pupils are of many nationalities, the 
boarding and lodging accommoda- 
tions are not extra, and in many 
places no dentist has ever been. 
This is the first time work of this 
kind has ever been done on these 
Islands, and from results obtained, 
the work will be continued. That is 
why I am asking aid from those on 
the mainland to help bring the work 
up to a high standard. 

I will give you the figures of the 
work done by me since October 21, 
1918. 


Schools attended to 30 
Pupils attended to 3590 
Number of Diseased Teeth 14766 
Sets of teeth, Perfect condition 314 
Sets of teeth, Cleaned 419 
Teeth extracted Ist 3942 
Teeth extracted 2nd 345 
Total 

Teeth filled, Silver, cement, 

etc. 431 


4287 


) 
oe 
( 


Supernumerary Teeth 28 
Cleft Palate 2 
Hare Lip 1 
State of Teeth Clean 1540 
Fair 1467 
Foul 576 
Tooth Brush Used 1764 
Not used 721 
Has none 1100 
Nationality: Japanese 1828 
Portuguese 518 
Hawaiian 429 


Part Hawaiian 290 
Porto Rican 207 


Chinese 127 
Filipino G4 
Korean 35 
Spanish 449 
British l4 
Russian 3 
German 2 
French, Italian, 
Negro, Samoan 
and Scandinavian 
each 1 

Boys 1873 

Girls 1717 


October 21, 1918 to date February 
16, 1919. 

There are on this Island (Hawaii) 
alone, 69 schools with an enrollment 
of over 10,500. 

At the end of the school term, I will 
send you a complete list of work. 


Yours very truly, 
S. P. Russell, D.D.S. 
Government Dentist 
Hilo, Hawaii. T. H. - 
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EDITORIAL 


WM. W. BELCHER, D. D. &., Editor 
186 ALEXANDER ST., ROCHESTER, N. Y. 

























Oral Hygiene does not publish Society Announcements, Persenais or Book Reviews. 
This policy is made necessary by the limited size and wide circulation of the magazine. 








THE FRENCH AND BELGIAN 
RELIEF FUND 


HE Preparedness League of American Dentists 
is raising a fund for the dentists of devastated 
France and Belgium who were driven from their 
offices and their equipment appropriated, sepa- 
rated from their families and, in many cases, 
their towns destroyed. Some of these took up 
arms and fought in the trenches, many were 
killed, others were partially or wholly incapacitated, leaving 
wives and children who have suffered unspeakable tortures 
and are now without the means of sustenance and support. 
We cannot he!p but sympathize with these our brethern who 
have met with this misfortune, and it is only right and proper 
that they should be furnished funds to enable them to start in 
practice again and thus become self-sustaining. 

As a mea~s to this end the automobiles owned by the Associ- 
ation coula be disposed of readily and turned over to the relief 
fund which would materially add to its total. At the close of 
hostilities a number of such machines had been purchased and 
are now used in the demobilization camps. 

The New York State Committee on Oral Hygiene, of which 
Dr. Timmerman is Chairman, raised through voluntary sub- 
scriptions among members of the New York State Society, a 
sum sufficient to purchase an automobile and equip the same. 
This was the contribution of the Oral Hygiene Committee and 
it provided also a dental operator and mechanic and awaited 
the pleasure of the Red Cross to place it on duty on the Western 
Front. Hostilities came to a close before it had been in actual Oo 
use and it is now stored with a member of the committee. This oO 
could also be sold and the proceeds turned over to the Pre- h: 
paredness League of American Dentists. 

But we should not be content with the sale of these machines. 
The need is pressing and all moneys received will be faithfully 
used to lessén the burden of those in need. Make all checks 
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payable to Dr. L. M. Waugh, Treasurer of the Preparedness 
League of American Dentists’ Fund for French and Belgian 
Dentists, 576 Fifth Avenue, New York City. 


pie FINDINGS OF THE X-RAY 


T is said “ Ignorance is the curse of God; 
1) Knowledge the wings wherewith we fly to health.” 
For centuries the profession of medicine was 
based upon mystery. It is based largely today 
on anything but sound scientific principles. Only 
a few drugs are specific in their action. The pre- 
vention of disease is today the great object of 
both medical and dental professions. Until quite recently all 
dentists were agreed as to the value of correct dental service, 
but with the advent of the X-ray there has come a serious 
questioning and a division of opinion among the profession se 
It has been found that the X-ray picture, due to distortion and 
vagueness of outline, is in many cases most unreliable and, as 
one writer expresses it, “‘half a bet and half a guess.’”’ The 
correct interpretation of the film requires greater skill than the 
photographing se se 

The medical profession in their obstinate cases have not failed 
to diagnose the trouble as of dental origin and have ordered the 
removal of bridges and.-the extraction of teeth. This without 
consulting the dentist and, in many cases, without an X-ray 
examination. In other cases the patient under treatment has 
gone to the dentist and he, finding an ulcerated tooth or teeth, 
persuaded the treatment of same without results. The patient 
is disgusted with the treatment of the M. D., and has no faith 
in the dentist. 

We are prone to tell of our success in the treatment of these 
cases and say nothing of our failures. The truth is that many 
cases are treated to the best of our ability and refuse to clear 
up. The treating of the teeth is without apparent benefit. 
A case in point is that of a patient of the editor who was 
suffering from rheumatism so much that she had her knee 
in a plaster cast and was going about her work on crutches. 

The upper teeth were extracted and a most satisfactory denture 
inserted. On the lower jaw was located a bridge, one abutment 
of which was swinging back and forth in a pool of pus. The 
other teeth were badly infected. When it came to having them 
out the patient objected and said she would rather die than 
have a lower plate. She persisted in her refusal but, strange to 
say, after a short time discarded her plaster cast and her rheu- 
matism disappeared entirely. Had she consented to the re- 
moval of the lower teeth and the substitution of an artificial 
denture, nothing could have convinced us but that the ex- 
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tracting of the teeth was the cause of her recovery. Perhaps it 
may be argued that the removal of the diseased teeth in the 
upper jaw was enough to swing the balance and her recovery 
made possible. 
Men are practising dentistry with the loss of confidence that 
they are doing the best thing for the patient, and with the 
advent of the X-ray this has been intensified. We are passing 
through a stage of doubt which the medical profession has 
faced for years. Undoubtedly the time will come, perhaps 
not in this generation, when we will have settled down to the 
mode of practice that is accepted as for the best interests of 
the patient. Until that time we must be content to go ahead 
and use our best judgment and trust in the future that this 
will be justified. 


WHAT SAY YOU? 


N every issue of our magazine there appears 

(O") material intended for the preparation of papers 

y, to be read by the dentist before the laity, or 

y for use in the daily press to aid in an oral hygiene 

A) campaign. I am sure our readers are in full 

possession of the material facts and it is a ques- 

tion in my mind whether I am justified in going 

ahead and republishing, using up our reading pages which 

could be better employed in presenting new facts with which 
the dentist is not quite so familiar. 


Nearly every day I receive requests from dentists. They are up 
against it and want help right away as they are to read a 
paper before a Sunday School, Church Society, High School 
audience, or some Mothers’ Club. This would go to prove that 
they do not consult back issues of Oral Hygiene, nor use its 
pages for this purpose. It has been well said “ there is no 
royal road to learning,” and it may also be said there is no 
royal way of preparing a paper on any subject but getting 
down to brass tacks and doing it for yourself. 

Dr. Allen Griffith of Chicago has prepared a series of iii. 
which are running daily in the Chicago Post. He acknowledges 
material assistance from the articles appearing in Oral Hygiene. 
This is as it shoild be. I wish to help him and others and am 
glad that he has found material which he could use to ad- 
vantage. Se se 

This is your magazine and I would like to hear from you in 
regard to what articles you would like to see appear and 
whether or not the papers presented of an educational nature 
meet with your approval. The Editor is conducting a maga- 
zine for your benefit only and will-be governed accordingly. 
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"WATCHMAN, WHAT OF THE NIGHT? 


EARLY all materials used by the dentist have 
~j) advanced in price. This was not true during the 
first years of the Conflict in which it seemed that 
the dentist was particularly favored, but with 
the advance in the price of steel and labor, in- 
struments have doubled in value. It would seem 
that dental furniture is only the grand exception. 
It'is claimed by the dental supply houses that it costs from 20 
to 25 per cent to sell goods. This is quite modest if we agree 
with George Edwin Clapp of the Dental Digest that the over- 
head charges of the dentist are 50 per cent. 


The dental supply houses make a profit of one-third on dental 
furniture. It costs 25 per cent to conduct the business, a 
profit remaining of 8 per cent. This is very modest when it is 
considered that such articles are mostly sold on the contract 
basis and in a year or more notes given in payment. 


One of the great causes of advance has been the increase in the 
price of labor which has practically doubled. It would seem 
that labor will not be content until they receive a dollar an 
hour for their services of eight hours and when they obtain 
this point they will work for six hours a day. This does not 
seem an unreasonable wage when it was stated in the New York 
State Industrial Commission’s Report recently issued that in 
the city of New York a salary of $2,500 a year is absolutely 
necessary for the average family if they expect. to maintain 
a semblance of respectability. Thus we see that eight dollars a 
day wage is absolutely essential if the New York family would 
maintain themselves in a “‘ semblance of respectability.” 


During war times men worked on Government contracts and 
secured a high wage. In many cases men who never before 
made over $20 or $25 a week were receiving $60, $90 or $100. 
With the ceasing of hostilities and the closing of munition 
factories such labor has been placed on a peace basis, but it is 
only human nature for men who have secured. a high wage that 
they should expect to continue in the same. It needed a number 
of years after the cessation of hostilities during our own Civil 
War for prices to be materially lowered. With this world 
condition, and the need of feeding and furnishing supplies to 
all civilized Europe, price conditions will remain the same for 
a period of years. In every country the cost of living has 
advanced faster than the wages of the worker. 

But more serious than price conditions is the attitude of labor 
which is receiving a large wage and refuses to deliver a day’s 
work under the best conditions. The laboring mass is delivering 
50 to 75 per cent of its pre-war efficiency. This has discouraged 
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building more than the price of materials and the high cost of 
labor se se 

It has been, and is at the present time, possible to secure a 
dental education in a chosen few of our Western universities 
with fees as low as $60 per year. With the average dental 
college the cost of instruction has been $200. With the nec- 
essity of new and expensive equipment, the advance in the 
salaries of the professors, it will be necessary to charge more 
for such instruction. All*of this means an increase in the cost 
of conducting a successful dental school and the price of in- 
struction must be increased. An advance of $300 per term at 
an early period seems inevitable. This is in recognition of a 
new price level. 7 

The average dentist is doing a gross. business of not over 
$2,500 or $3,000 a year. Half of this amount is profit. Indeed, 
many men are working for less, far less than mechanics’ wages. 
Notwithstanding the advance in prices, that everything they 
eat and everything they wear, costs them double, they are 
charging the same old fee of seventy-five cents to a dollar for 
amalgam fillings. As everything, including the wage of the 
mechanic has doubled in price, it is only right that the prac- 
tising dentist should receive more for his services. 

The Brockton, Massachusetts, Dental Society, through a 
committee, has recommended that a minimum charge be made 
of $6 per hour. This means that the prices for cleaning and 
extracting and amalgam fillings must be doubled. Canal 
treatments, if they would withstand the searching of the X-ray, 
must be carefully done, all entailing a large amount of time 
which must be paid for by the patient. 


FUNNIES 


E are not all agreed as to what constitutes humor: 
» The thing that appeals to one audience as “‘ fun- 
ny,’’ falls flat with the next. There are all grades 
and kinds of humor. In conducting our depart- 
ment we desire to present jokes that appeal to the 
men folk as this is a man’s magazine. The aver- 
age man understands the working of the drunk- 
en man’s mind, therefore, jokes having to do with a drunken 
man are generally understood and appreciated by the mascu- 
line gender. 

There recently appeared in our pages an alleged joke of two 
drunken men. One said, in substance, ‘‘ This is a very fine 
hotel. I would like to purchase it,’’ and the other replied, 
** Wait until I have five or six more drinks and I will sell it to 
you.” One had to understand the drunken man and the drink 
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problem to appreciate this joke. It would fall flat on an audi- 
ence of teetotallers. 

The average woman understands the working of a child’s 
mind and the kid joke appeals to her. If she knows the name 
and address of the kidlet, so much the better. To the ordinary 
man such jokes are far from funny. 

In our Southern states the average white man understands the 
working of the mind of the negro and all the funny stories are 
about Aunt M’llissy and Uncle Joe. Up North, where we do 


‘not appreciate this humor, nor have an understanding of the 


negro, many times such jokes are beyond us. Every race under 
the sun has its funny side. The Irishman is particularly open 
to attack and many a joke has Pat and his doings as a back- 
ground Se Se 

Since starting this department we have offered to pay for 
jokes that met with our approval. Most of those sent in have 
been from office girls or patients who notice it on the reception 
room table. Very few come from dentists. We hope that this 
condition will be remedied and look forward to receiving your 
personal contribution to this page. . 


MONEY TAKES WINGS 


@ Money is a peculiar mixture of complexities. It is as slippery as an eel 
when you have it. It sticks like a leech when you owe it. You can spend it 
before you get it, but you have to have it before you can pay. It is your one 
best bet as a friend in need, yet it wrecks the lives of thousands. It doesn’t 
care who has it, but it takes wings like a scared pheasant the minute you 
let your eye stray away from it. It is the purveyor of happiness, of comfort, 
of ease and good cheer, and is still the root of all evil. At one time it is a 
blessing, at another a curse. . 
@ And at that it is the one thing that 99 people out of 100 are striving for. 
And once they get it don’t know what to do with it. 


ad 


@ America has been suffering from a lack of trained nurses. The call to the 
Western Front was imperative and the influenza epidemic added to the 
scarcity. The trained nurse of memory dear, who would go into a family 
and look after the patient, do part of the housekeeping and was twenty- 
four hours on the job, is of the past. Nowadays she demands a twelve 
hour day and is preparing to ask for an eight hour period of labor. Formerly 
she received twenty-five dollars per week. This has been increased to four 
dollars per day. Considering the increased cost of everything this is not an 
unreasonable advance. It is impossible to keep in health and nurse sick 
people continually and it is a serious question if the trained nurse at the end 
of the year is any better off financially than the average female worker. The 
trained nurse has made good during this War of the World. She has showar 
her ability, her courage. We sympathize with her in her demands, but, 
until war conditions cease to exist, and we are placed on the road to lower 
cost of living, and prosperity, the rights of the nurse will have to wait until 
a more opportune time. 
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NOTE -AND COMMENT 


Mary had a little lamb, 
With fleece too light to sell; 
* She stuffed the lamb with TNT, 
Which blew it all to—smithereens. 
ceo Se 


@ The number of 663 physicians were killed among the German forces. 
422 died from illness, 212 taken prisoners, and 72 are missing. 
Se Se 











@ The late Richard W. Sears, Mail Order king, disposed: of an estate of 
eventeen and one half millions in a will of one hundred and twenty-two 


words se se 
Se Se 


@ A six year course is reported by a committee proposed to establish a 
iental department in one of the medical schools in China. Three years will 
be devoted to dentistry proper. 

‘Se de 
@ The Bureau of War Risk Insurarice at Washington, D. C. states that 
there were 125 cases of total blindness and less than 4000 amputations in 
the American forces engaged in the war. Not all cases of blindness are 


declared permanent. 
oe 


@ Both houses of the North Carolina Legislature have passed a bill to 
rovide for medical and dental inspection in the public schools, which 
owever will not be compulsory if parent or guardian objects. 

Se Se 

@ New York University and Bellevue Hospital Medical College will admit 

women on the same basis as men, and with full privileges in September, 

and will grant them the degree of Doctor of Medicine on graduation. 
Se se 

@ France has been using a 1,000 horse-power aeroplane in determining 

applicability as an ambulance. During a test, surgeons, hospital equipment 

and wounded were conveyed. 
Se Se 

@ The voters of the town of Greenfield, Mass., will be asked to appropri- 
te money for a dental clinic, at the annual meeting. This work has been 
arried on for years through the efforts of a committee of women. 

Se Se ‘ 

@ A dental clinic has been opened at 214 A street N. E. Washington, D. C. 

by the Christ Child Society, where free care of the teeth is offered to all 

children of public and parochial schools. Tooth brushes and powder are 
given gratis. Dr. John Black is in charge. 

Se se 
@ As the first step in a campaign of preventive dentistry in California the 
‘*Dental Nurse ”’ bill has been introduced in the legislature, having received 
the indorsement of the California State Dental Association and the South- 
ern California Dental Society. 
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@ The special departments committee of Holyoke, Mass. has recommended 
the establishment of a dental clinic in the schools, the committee being 
instructed to visit Springfield and other places where the system is in use. 
A toothbrush campaign is in progress in the schools, brushes being sold for 
seven cents each. 

se se 


@ A bill has been introduced into the New Jersey State Legislature which 
would permit Newark and other first class cities of the state to appropriate 
amounts up to $20,000 for the maintenance of dental clinics. Under the 
present law not more than $10,000 can be set aside. 
se se 
@ Speaking of the work accomplished by the Haverhill, Mass., Board of 
Health, the Haverhill Gazette says: ‘‘ Dental work in the schools has of 
necessity been confined to first grade children. The Board of Health intends 
to extend the scope of the clinic, realizing that the work is of the utmost 
importance.” 
ce de 
@ The Parents’ Association of Alexander S. Webb Public School No. 5., of 
New York, has presented a dental dispensary to the institution. Parents and 
teachers became interested in a clinic in 1917, when a survey showed that 
nearly 50 per cent of the children had defective teeth. 
Se Se 
@ France has offered a premium to the physicians formerly practising in 
the war devastated zones to enable them to return to their former places 
of residence. They will be awarded a monthly indemnity of 500 francs for a 
period of two years. Furthermore these doctors will receive a maximum 
advance of 10,000 francs, to be charged to their indemnity for damages 
sustained through the war so that they can rehabilitate themselves and 
nepriee the necessary equipment for professional work. 
Se Se 
@ In Iowa the state Senate has passed a measure authorizing school 
directors in all school districts containing 1000 or more inhabitants to 
establish and maintain in connection with the schools a dental clinic for 
children, and to offer courses of instruction in mouth hygiene. Such boards 
to employ legally qualified dentists and dental hygienists as deemed 
NeECesSary se se 
Se Se 
@ Dr. Marcel Baudouin recently exhibited to the Academie de niddacien a 
pathologic specimen, probably about 12,000 years old. An inferior maxilla 
of the neolithic period, which shows positive evidence of a fracture which 
healed spontaneously, this bone was excavated during the recent work 
done on military defenses in the outskirts of Paris. 
Se Se 
@ A scarcity of drugs in Norway is noted, and this is particularly true of 
hypophosphis calcicus, and camphor which is to be used strictly for internal 
use. A further order specifies that substances must not be used in sterilizing 
rooms which destroy the paint as the supply of linseed oil is limited. Crude 
potassium permanganate is not to be obtained, and the purified costs 20 
crowns per kilo, a prohibitive price for sterilization. 
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The Philadelphia (Pennsylvania) North American, under date of May “15, 
states that the Senate has passed the bill authorizing the State Dental 
Council to grant, upon application, for a period of one year after the 
passage of the act, licenses to practice dentistry to persons who served as 
soldiers, sailors or marines in the war against Germany, and who are 
licensed to practise in other states. 

Se de 


@ Dr. Frederick Henshaw, Dean of the Indiana Dental College, has been 
appointed by the Honorable James P. Goodrich, Governor of the State, to 
serve on the State Board of Health for a period of four years. The Governor 
has disregarded political affiliations in this choice and we congratulate him 
on being big enough to make the appointment of a man who has shown 
himself interested in the oral hygiene campaign throughout the state. The 
appointment is well merited and a popular one. 
Se 3@ 


@ How much does it cost to prevent deaths from diphtheria? The Oral 
Public Health Journal for February gives the experience of the city of 
Salem, Ohio, for 27 years. During this period a careful expense account had 
been kept and it is ascertained that by the use of free antitoxin furnished 
for the period, the last ten years has cost the city approximately $220, 
an average of $6.00 per life saved from diptheria. 
Se Se 
@ As a fitting memorial to the long and loving labors of the late Dr. Ware, 
founder and for many years head of the Bloomingdale clinic at St. Michael’s 
church, at 99th St. and Amsterdam Ave., N. Y., it is proposed to establish 
a dental clinic as a new department, and to modernize the equipment, and 
add new facilities. For many years the poor have come from every part of 
Manhattan, the Bronx, and Jersey City. 
; Se de 
@ The tourist to New York City should not miss seeing the Cathedral of 
St. John the Divine. The trufStees are maturing plans to raise funds for 
the completion of the nave. It is said that $5,000,000 is needed for this 
purpose, $1,000,000 of which was recently given as a bequest. When 
finished this will be the third or fourth largest churgh in the world, and 
the largest in the western hemisphere. 
e Se Se 
@ Recent developments in Europe point the way to future progress, and 
it may be possible sometime in the future that the swampy regions of our 
country may be the seat of great electric power plants, rivaling the one at 
Niagara Falls. Boston of the future may be lighted by the cranberry 
bogs of Cape Cod. Philadelphia trolley cars and factories may be run with 
power from the marshes of New Jersey. Millions of trees can be saved if 
peat is used as a source of paper pulp, and the fibre used in place of wool. 
Se Se 
@ A new local Anaesthetic has been discovered by Dr. David I. Macht of 
Johns Hopkins University. It is benzyl alcohol, or phen-methylol, which 
had not been known to have anaethesic properties. It is said to be forty 
times less toxic than cocaine. 
@ Dr. Macht who is said to have proved the value of the new anaesthetic, 
is credited with having been the first to use benzyl benzoate instead of 
opium in certain instances. 
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@ ‘‘ Forsyth Day ” in celebration of the 3rd Anniversary was held at the 

Institute in Boston, May 6th. Dr. H. E. Friesell of Pittsburgh delivered the 

oration of the occasion. We expect to publish the same in an early issue. 
Se Se 


@ Sunday baseball seems to be coming into its own and in New York State, 
where each man was given the privilege of determining his own conduct in 
this matter, Sunday ball games of an amateur class have been attended by 
six or seven or more thousands of people. Now Philadelphia is out with a 
pamphlet advocating the repeal of the Sunday Blue Laws of 1794 prohibit- 
ing health and recreation and amusement. It is claimed that they are also 
inconsistent and an absolute disgrace to modern civilized legislation—all of 
which means baseball and moving pictures. 
Se se 


@ The Fifth Annual Meeting of the Connecticut Dental Hygienists, 

Association was held at Bridgeport, Friday and Saturday, May 23, 24, . 
1919. This was the first convention of the association held independently 

of the Connecticut State Valley Dental Association with whom it has pre- 

viously met and joined in convention and been the recipient of many 

courtesies received in the past four years. A banquet for members and 

guests was arranged for Friday evening, May 23, at six o’clock. The 

program consisted of papers and demonstrations. 

Se Se 


@ According to the New York Sun, Haley Fiske, president of the Metropol- 
itan Life Insurance Company, has directed that all employees must have 
their teeth examined and cleaned twice a year. The work may be done by a 
private dentist, or in the dental division maintained in the main offices, 
at the expense of the Company. Mr. Fiske said he wished all employees to 
be benefited, as their health had been greatly improved by the notable work 
done by the dental division. Dr. T. P. Hyatt, director, states that the 
teeth are responsible for many ailments. 


see Se 


@ The New York State Board of Charities has high praise for the Rochester 
Dental Dispensary and in a report says: ‘‘ The plant in which the work is 
carried on is a remarkable one in every way, and is not equalled by any 
other doing similar work in this state. Not only is the space ample, the con- 
struction such as to make possible the best sanitary conditions, but the 
equipment is of the most modern and approved type.”’ No other city in the 
world has taken the interest in school welfare work that has been exhibited 
by the municipal authorities in this city. Dental societiés and educational 
bodies throughout the country are constantly making inquiries at the 
Public Health Bureau, the Board of Education and the. Dispensary for 
information with reference to the conduct of the work and from every side 
the work is receiving very generous commendation and appreciation. 


se 3e 


@ Through the generosity' of the Jefferson County Dental Society of 
Louisville, Ky., a dental clinic will be established at the City Hospital, 
with some of the best known dentists of the city in daily attendance. The 
Society will furnish the equipment. The Board of Public Safety has ap- 
pointed Drs. F. W. Rounds, L. C. Burgard, R. L. Spran, George H. Herg- 
man, N. T. Yager and E. C. Hume members of the visiting staff, to be at 
the hospital each morning from 8 to 10 o’clock, and L. P. Hamilton, E. T. 

Butler and J. S. Church senior externes, who will give two days each week 
to the work. The latter will receive two meals a day but no salary. Begin- 
ning July 1st, the dental department of the University of Louisyjille, after 
4 competitive examination, will appoint an interne who is expected to live 
at the hospital. The externes also were appointed after a competitive 
examination. Much good is expected of the innovation, the need of which 
has been great. 
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@ Dr. John M. Riggs, Hartford, Cqnnecticut, was the first to discover and 
treat the condition known now as Pyo alveolaris, for many years 
known as “‘ Rigg’s Disease’”’ through the author’s careful work and descrip- 
tive history of the same. It will be fifty years, the tenth of June, 1919, since 
the Connecticut Valley District Dental Society passed resolutions con- 
ferring honor upon Dr. Riggs as the first dentist in the treatment of 
Pyorrhea se se 7 
we Se de 
@, A serious shortage of dentists is reported in England, due to an increased 
demand for services and the sending of many qualified men to the Western 
Front, not in their capacity of dentists, but as combatants. Until the stand- 
ing of dentistry is more strictly defined and the man without preparation, 
the unqualified, advertising, show-case dentist, with his gold medal teeth, 
his ‘‘ painless dentistry,”’ and soliciting from door to door for services, isa 
thing of the past, young men will not enter the profession and give the time 
to the study of dentistry. 

Se se 
@ Dr. Charles Elmendorf, Penn Yan, New York, has just celebrated his 
90th birthday and is still in active practice. He was the'son of a practising 
dentist, Dr. James Elmendorf, and when 19 years old entered his father’s 
office. He has been in practice for 71 years, all of which have been spent in 
Penn Yan. He claims to be the oldest practising dentist. Surely 71 years 
ini dentistry is a record. We wonder if there is any other man living who 
has been in practice an equal number of years. Dr. Elmendorf is in 
excellent health and can be found at his office every day. 


ce se 


q@ Edwin N. Kent, D. M. D., of Boston, who was appointed by the Mass- 
achusetts State Department of Health as the Supervisor of Mouth Hygiene 
has entered upon his active duties which are to organize and direct a new 
branch of special service under the Division of Hygiene, having for its 
object the education of the public, particularly the school children, on the 
importance of mouth hygiene, and the working out of problems connected 
with the standardization and extension of public dental infirmaries. 

@ He will serve without remuneration. His office is located in the Division 
of Hygiene, State Department of Health, The Massachusetts State House 
—Office hours, Wednesdays from 12 to 2. 

@ It is proposed to register all public dental infirmaries in the state and to 
appoint an official corps of lecturers and district collaborators, eventually to 
cover all sections of the state. 

Se se 

@ Providence Hospital, Washington, D. C., claims to have the most 
complete dispensary system for the treatment of injuries and sicknesses of 
the poor in Washington. Its work includes treating every possible disease, 
ailment, sickness and injury known to medical science. It averages sixty 
cases a day and a charge of ten cents is made to those who enjoy its advant- 
ages. Prescriptions are filled free of charge by the pharmacist. 

@ The work includes attention to the teeth and a well equipped dis- 
pensary is part of the Clinic. A day nursery for children is maintained and 
emergency cases are received. Facilities are at hand for entertaining them 
and ten to twelve wards have operating tables. 

@, The social service work is in charge of Miss Clara Ross and is carried on 
with the help of the National Catholic War Council. It is principally to 
help in the home and families, the hospital takes care of those who come, 
the social end takes care of those who do not. 

@ Treating troubles of the eye, ear, nose and throat is an important de- 
partment. Much good has been worked out in the few months that the 
Clinic has been in operation and it is anticipated by those in charge that 
this is only the beginning. 
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@ The new dental law of Oregon provides that an annual license fee of five 
dollars shall be assessed against each dentist and paid into the fund of the 
Dental Board. Three and a half dollars of this amount is to be used exclus- 
ively by the Board for educational purposes and the general welfare of the 
public se se 

Se Se 


@ The new dental law for the state of Oklahoma provides fox an = soenel 
license fee of one dollar. This to be kept in a separate fund for the purpose 
of obtaining evidence and other necessary expenses in prosecuting violators. 
The Dental Hygienist is recognized and any registered or licensed dentist 
may employ women assistants, graduates of a recognized school, who, 
have successfully passed the examination of the State Board of Dental 
Examiners and received a license. They may remove calcific deposits 
accretions and stains on exposed surfaces of the teeth, but shall not perform 
any other operation on the teeth or mouth or any diseased tissue of the 
mouth. They may operate only in the office of any registered or licensed 
dentist under the general supervision of such dentist. Severe penalties are 
prescribed for the non-observance of the law. 


a ad 


@ The war activities of the country before the Armistice, took on many 
strange phases and many firms were actively employed in this industry that 
you could hardly imagine would be the case in times of peace. Colgate & 
Company were called upon to furnish an important substance used in con- 
nection with gas defense. This issue they met most successfully. 

@ The modern gas mask, as every one knows, has two eye pieces, lenses 
made of glass or celluloid or a combination of both. It is essential that these 
be clean and bright as long as the mask is in actual use. Should they for any 
reason become clouded the soldier is as helpless as though he were blind. 
The need of an _anti-dimming material was recognized by the War Depart- 
ment in preparing equipment for overseas. 

@ Messrs. Colgate & Company prepared a special anti-dimming material 
in stick form which they were able to turn out at the rate of 100,000 a day. | 
As the effect of one application lasted for days one stick should have been 
enough for a lifetime, but, unfortunately, the little tin box which was sturdy 
and well made presented a most alluring possibility as a holder for matches 
or cigarettes and away went the stick. It was necessary to have sufficient 
sticks to replace any that were lost. 


ad 


@.In building the modern aeroplane much diffrculty was found in con- 
structing a proper propeller. No matter how well the wood was selected or 
dried, under the changing weather conditions the propeller would get out 
of true or fly to pieces under stress. This was of particular moment in the 
use of the aeroplane in war. Undiscouraged by the fact that four European 
countries had tried out every means their ingenuity could suggest, even to 
attempting propellers molded from solid metal, the Forest Products 
Laboratory of the United States Department of Agriculture tackled the 
problem. Wood, they found, was the best material, but wood possesses the 
fault of having a high percentage of moisture content, even when thoroughly 
air-seasoned, including mahogany or walnut, the two best materials for 
propellers, containing 40 to 50 per cent of moisture. Under proper treatment 
the moisture content was reduced to 15 per cent but immediately when 
driven to high speed by a Liberty motor they cracked and burst. No paint 
that was manufactured could hold this moisture content and there was 
invented for this special use the aluminum leaf method of waterproofing 
wood. Aluminum leaf was made to cover every portion of the propeller, 
protected by two good coats of varnish. It was then discovered that this 
method of treating propellers resulted in an absolutely unchangeable pro- 
duct equally suited for the ‘“‘ Painted Desert,” or the wilds of Alaska. 
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We want good, clean humor for this page and are willing to 
pay for it. Send me the story that appeals to you as “ funny,” 
and if I can use it you will receive a check on publication. 
Address: EDITOR, 186 Alexander Street, Rochester, N. Y. 





There was a man, 

And all his life 

He’d worked in a shipyard 

And he had a baby 

And it was going to be christened 

And for a week 

He couldn’t sleep nights 

Because he. was worried 

For fear the minister 

Would hurt the baby 

When he hit it with the bottle. 
Ped 


@ “ Why didn’t you send your man 
to mend my electric doorbell, as you 
promised ? ’”’ 

@ “He did go, madam; but as he 
rang three times and got no answer 
he concluded that there was nobody 
home.”’ 

Pe 


@_ A surveying party was at work 
correcting the boundary between 
North Carolina and Virginia. At one 
point there was a change of several 
rods, and the line which previously 
ran north of a little cabin occupied 
by a colored woman now ran south 
of the cabin. 

@ “‘ What ’s yo’-all doin?” asked 
the colored woman. 

@ ‘‘ We were movin you, Auntie,”’ 
said the boss surveyor. ‘‘ You did 
live in North Carolina but from now 
on your cabin will be in Virginia.”’ 
** Well, I don’ shu’ am glad ’o that. 
I’se always heah de climate am 
better in Virginy.”’ 


@ She was one of the long line of 
waiting mothers—waiting for news 
of the safe return to America of her 
soldier boy. At last one happy morn- 
ing, she received his telegram. He 
did not even avail himself of the 
privileged ten words, but sent the 
following: 

@ “Debarked, deloused, de- 
lighted.” se se 

- 


@ A suburban housewife relates 

overhearing this conversation be- 

tween her maid and the cook next 

door: se se 

@ “ How are you, Hilda? ”’ 

@ “I’m well; I like my yob. We got 

cremated cellar, cemetery plumbing, 

elastic lights and a hoosit.”’ 

@ “‘ What ’s a ‘ hoosit,’ Hilda? ” 

@ “ Oh, a bell rings. You put a thing 

to your ear and say ‘ Hello,’ and 

oe some says * Hello,’ and you say 
oo 

@ Farmer’s Boy—*“ Father, ken I 

go to the circus tonight with Hiram 

Homespun? ” se se 

@ Farmer—‘“ Naw. ‘Tain’t more’n 

a month sense yer went t’ top o’ the 

hill to see the eclipse of the moon. 

’Pears to me yew wanter be on the 

go all the hull time.” 


Dad 


@ It was washing day and John had 
been kept home from school to look 
after the baby. Mother sent them 
out in the garden to play, but it was 
not long before cries disturbed her 
q@ “‘ John, what is the matter with 
baby now, she said. 

@ “I don’t know what to do with 
him now, Mother,” replied John. 
“‘He’s dug a hole and wants to 
bring it in the house.” 
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